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NaTIONAL aFFAIRS—Diplomatie: coast survey A C r : 
ae ee ie , ourT Buiierm! The following announce- 
PROPOSALS TO ASSERT THAT ‘l'EXAs is a part of the union. : : gc ge ai e P 
Watycciciins P ment is made in the Madisonian: “‘“Mrs. Robert Ty- 
s. ee a Fe th: a } a 
Srares or THE Unton—N. York; N. Jersey; Maryland; | let, the presiding lady at the White House, will re 
Virginia; S. Carolina: Georgia; Ohio; Indiana; Tllinois; | Ce1Ve her friends on Tuesday, Thursday, and parr 








Missouri; Michigan; Florida; Iowa; Oregon. day evenings during the winter.” | 
MisceLLaANneous —Domestic relations of the South. squats 
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Corresronvence of Henry Clay with the Anti-Masons. 

Annuat Reports of the Secretaries of the Treasury, 
War, and Navy Departments. 

CONGRESSIONAL PROCEEDINGS. CHRONICLE. 


Britisa minister. The London Gazette of Nov. | 
14 contains the announcement of the appointment of | 
Richard Packenham, late her majesty’s minister | 
| plenipotentiary to the Mexican republic, to be her'| 


} 





nice Os as oe majesty’s envoy extraordinary and minister plenipo- | 
CONGRESS, On Tuesday last, the announce- tentiary to the United States of America. 
ment of the death of the Hon. Mr. Linn, late senator 
from Missouri, was made to each house. On Wednes- Mr. Wheaton, American minister at the court of| 
day the death of the late senator McRoserrs, of Illinois, | Prussia, has arrived in Paris. Just before his de-| 
and on Thursday, in like manner, the death of Mr. | parture from Berlin, his nomination as an honorary | 
Heli are fh Pee git naa thee, 'member of the royal academy of sciences of that | 
nediately after wich, ach cas ge, Bee |g bpernad sad, ny 
ah Sy when th matte. saben adinar hed. dem tis day. capital was confirmed by the king. 
The several topics embraced in the presidents mes- 
sage, were referred to their appropriate committees, on 
Thursday. 





COAST SURVEY. 
The New York American states that the secreta- | 
EE Ee ry of the treasury, within whose supervision the coast | 
FOREIGN ARTICLES. survey falls, took immediate measures upon the death 
aiasitlies —....._. of Mr. Hassler, the late superintendent, to prevent 
IRELAND. the slightest interruption to the operations of that 
Declaration of the Irish Catholic Bishops against a State most important work. Mr. James Ferguson, a gen- 
Provision for the Clergy. 'tleman of eminent science, who has been principal 
Ata general meeting of the archbishops and bishops | assistant in the survey from its organization in 1832) 
of Ireland, held in the parochial house, Marlborough to the present time, and of undoubted qualifications, | 
street, on the 10th, Lith, 12th, and 13th of January, combined with great practical experience, repaired 
1237, the Most Rev. Dr. Murray in the chair, the | immediately, by order of the secretary, to the last 
following resolution was proposed and adopted: Station of Mr. Hassler, and is now proceeding with 
“Resolved. That, alarmed at the report that an at. the observations. 
tempt is likely to be made during the approaching 
session of parliament to make a stale provision for the CREEK INDIAZTS. 
Roman Catholic clergy of [reland, we deem it our The Van Buren (Arkansas) Intelligencer says:— 
imperative duty not to separate without recording the | “The Creeks have passed a law expelling all white 
expression of our strongest reprobation of any such men from the limits of the nation, who play at cards 
attempt, and of our unalterable determination to re- | whether they have Indian wives or not. 
sist by every means in our power a measure so fraught | 
with misclitef to the independence and purity of the PROPOSALS 
Catholic religion in Ireland,” TO ASSERT THAT TEXAS IS NOW A PART, 
“Ata meeting of the Catholic archbishops and OF THE UNION. 
bishops of Ireland, held in Dublin, on the 15th of No- In the lower house of the legislature of South Ca- 
vernber, 1843, the Most Rev. Dr. M’Hale in the | polina on the 8th instant, Mr. WaLker proposed the 
chair, it was proposed by the Most Rev. Dr. Murray, | following resolutions:* 
and seconded by the Most Rey. Dr. Slattery, and} Whereas, the condition of that part of the conti- 
unanimously resolved— . 'nent of North America known by the title and de- 
ae Phat the preceding resolution be now re-pub- | siynation of the republic of Texas, is becoming a. 
lished, in order to make known to our faithful clergy | subject of profound interest to the people of the 
and people, and to all others concerned, that our firm | United States, not only by ils territorial proximity 
determination on this subject remains unchanged: and (to the Southern portion of the Union, but from a 
that we unanimously pledge ourselves to resist, by sympathy naturally resulting from an identity of so-! 
CvOr? influence we pessess, every attempt that May | cial and domestic institutions; and whereas function- | 
pe made to make any state provision for the Catholic. aries of high authority in the government of he: 
clergy, in whatever shape or form it may be offered.” | Britannic Majesty have fully intimated that there is 
‘ ATTACK 2 ae MIinITaRry. . Phe inhabitants of) a negotiation on foot to procure the abolition of sla- 
the town of Belturbet, county Cavan, having become ‘very within the limits of Texas; and whereas such 
alarmed at the display of simultaneous fires in the | interference on the part of any foreign government | 
course of the evening of Wednesday last, two com-| jn the international regulations of this continent is| 
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panies of the rilus, attended by a magistrate, went | highly dangerous and unjustifiable and an indication | 
out to patrol; and came up with a considerable body | of the most arrogant and intolerable pretension: 
of men armed with pikes and guns. They were} Be it therefore resolved, That it becomes a mat- 
challenged, and the answer given was a volley pour- | ter of the utmost moment to ascertain to whom the | 
ed in upon the soldiers. ‘The Jatter did not return | territory of ‘Texas rightfully belongs, and trace the 
the fire, but arrested ten armed men; the rest fled.— | successive steps of misapprehension and mistake 
We have not heard whether any of the soldiers were} which have Jed to the supposition that Texas has 
killed or wounded, but we may hope, in absence of} eyer been for a moment really out of this Union 
information of the contrary, that no such casualty | since the cession of the province of Louisiana by 
has occurred. Another account states that two meu! France to the United States under the provisions of | 
Were taken prisoners. ithe treaty of Paris concluded on the 30th April, 

; CANADA. 1803. 

rhe resignation of the ministers is likely to be fol-| fe jt resolved, That by the Ist article of the trea- 
lowed by a dissolution of the Canadian parliament. | ty of St. Ildefonso concluded between his Catholic 
I'he Gov ernor Genera! found his first ineasure nega- Majesty the King of Spain and the republic of France 
lived. The dispute appears to be about the right of | on the 12th March, 1800, the province of Louisiana 
patronage or appointinents—the executive demands | was ceeded by the former to the latter with the same 
more control than the legislature think proper to al- | extent that it had in the hands of Spain, and that it 
low him. : Stee ‘had when possessed by France; that by the contem- 

wikis Rad Liat Retina ee oo OR eee | Poraneous constructions given to this section in the 
Atlas, that Messrs. Garella and Courtines engineers said treaty, it is incontestinty proved “that the river 
of distinction, are about to leave for the Isthmus of | ag a pce 08 ene rye nal geen * 
Panama, where they will, by order of the French | a nlc ira Wl He hat oe Fe he 9 in AE 

sd rat part which had been settled and colonized by | 
government, make such surveys as will enable them | S ; 
to report upon the prazticability of uniting the Atlan- 
lic aud Pacific oceans by a ship channel. 

VoL. AV.—Sis. 16. 








| *A similar scr -sof resolutions is before the legislature 
of Geurgia. 





De La Salle in 1726, under letlers patent from th 
then king of France. 

Re it therefore Resolved, That the present territo- 
ry of Texas is embraced in the joint possessory 
claims of Spain and France defined in the aforesaid 
treaty of St. Ildefonso as the province of Louisiana, 
and passed in full extent and sovereignty to France 
by the same. 


And be it Resolved, That the 3d article of the 
aforesaid treaty of Parisconcluded on the 30th April, 
1803, for the acquisition of Louisiana, did convey ii 
full and absolute sovereignty to the people of the 
United States, the said province “to the same extent 
that it was held in the hands of Spain, and that it 
had when France possessed it.” 

Be it Resolved, That the government of the Unit- 
ed States receiving from the hands of France the said 
country extending from the Rio Perdido to the Rio 
Bravo, came under the following stipulations to the 
government of France and to the then and future in- 


‘habitants of the said territory, to wit: That “the in- 


habitants of the ceded territory should be incorpo- 


rated into the Union of the United States as soon as 


possible according to the principles of the federal 
constitution in the enjoyment of all the rights, ad- 
vantages and immunities of the citizens of the U. 
States, and that in the meantime they should be pro- 
tected in the enjoyment of the liberty, property, and 
religion they possess.” 

Be it Resolved, That the government of the United 
States did perform the engagement involved in the 
stipulation as far as the territory extending from the 
Perdido to the Sabine was concerned, constituting 


tiM&t portion of it, now known as the state of Louisi- 


ana, but violated the solemn obligations of the said 
treaty in regard to that part of the old province of 
Louisiana situated between the Sabine and Rio 
sravo. 

Be it resolved, “hat the said territory situated be- 
tween the Sabine and Rio Bravo, now called Texas, 


| was and of right is, a part and parcel of the United 


States of America. and that under the obligations of 


the said treaty of Paris, it was the bounden duty of 


the government of the United States to have given it 
the protection of a territorial government. 


Be it therefore resolved, That the cession of the 
said territory to his Catholic Majesty the King of 
Spain under the treaty of “amity, settlement and 
limits” signed at Washington on the 22nd Feb. 1819, 
was absolutely null and void, being in violation of the 
solemn obligations of a previous treaty, and the con- 
stitutionof the U. States which gives to the federal 


government no power to cede any part of the territo- 


ry of the union or any portion of the people thereof 
'to any foreign government, state, or potentate. 


Be it resolved, That the peopleof Texas have a 
clear and vested right to become members of this 
union when they have the requisite numbers for de- 
manding their admission into the same, and that in 
the meantime in conformity with the stipulations of 
the treaty of Paris, itis the sacred duty of the govern- 
ment of the United States ‘“‘to maintain and protect 


ithem in the enjoyment of the liberty, property and 
| religion they possess” from aJl foreign interference 


or conveyance whatever, whether in the shape of 
open war or covert diplomacy. 

And be it further resolved, That no lapse of time 
can sanctify a manifest violation of the constitution 
of the United States by its government, a principle 
inno degree modified by a mistaken and temporary 
recognition of the independence of Texas cither by 
our own or any foreign governinent, which was only 
conclusive of the fact that Mexico had lost all power 
de facto of exercising any sovereign authority over 
Texas, withoutin any respect impairing the pre-ex- 
isting or ulterior rights of the same. 

Be it Resolved, That in declaring that the citizens 
of Texas are, and of right ought to be considered 
citizens of the United States, we are not insensible 
of the high obligations which rest upon the govern- 
ment of the United States in case it takes possession 


of the territory of ‘T’exas as a part and parcel of its 


own to make full indemnity to the government of 
Mexico for having ceded to Spain under the treaty 
of ‘amity, settlement and limits” with constitutional 
authority, a part of the domain of the U. States. 

Be it Resolved, That the legislature of South Car. 
olina in announcing these great principles of consti- 
tutional law as cunnected with the rights of the 
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states and safety of the country, is animated by no 
other than feelings of the utmost friendship to the 
inhabitants of Texas and respect for them as an in- 
dependent people, and is sincerely persuaded that the 
citizens of Texas will cheerfully return into the great 
confederacy and assist us in handing down to the la- 
test posterity the blessings of the constitution of the 
United States. ; ‘ 

Be it Resolved, That the governor be requested to 
transmit a copy of these resolutions to the president 
of Texas, to the governors of the other states and to 
the delegation of South Carolina in congress, with 
instructions lay the same before to the senate and 
house of representatives of the United States. 


THE NAVY. 
UNITED STATES VESSELS REPORTED. 
The U. S. razee Independence reached Boston from 
New York on Saturday last. 


The U. S. brig Boxer reached Norfolk from Man. 
tanzas on the 9th inst. 

The U.S. brig Somers left Mantanzas with the 
Boxer, on the 25th ult. bound for the south side of 
Cuba; they parted company in the Florida straits the 
Q8th. 
The U. S. frigate Congress, Captain Pup F. 
Voornees, arrived at Port Mahon, on the I7th of 
October, after a cruise of nearly six months, during 
which time she visited the coasts of France, Italy, 
Greece, Turkey, and every port of interest and im- 
portance in the Mediterranean. 





Tue Grampus. A benefit was given at the Charles- 
ton theatre last week to aid the widows and orphans 
of the crew of this ill-fated U. S. schooner, nett pro- 
ceeds $300. 


The U. S. tron steam frigate lately constructed at 
Pittsburg, and transported from thence to Erie, on! 
Lake Erie, was launched on the 5th inst. Without , 
her timbers, machinery, or equipments, she draws | 
three feet ten inches of water, which is eight inches | 
short of her anticipated draught. When ready for | 
service it is expected she will draw eight feet. | 
Length on deck is 1675 feet, breadth of beam 27 
feet, and depth of hold 12 leet. 
of iron, exceptthe gun-deck, as are the wheel- 
houses and guards. She will be schooner rigged, 
and have three masts, and can carry sixteen guns, 
although her present armament will comprise but 
two 64 Paixham guns and four 32 pound carronades. 





The hull is entirely | 
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NEW YORK, 

Sup puitpine In N. Yoru. Number of vessels, 
and the amount of tonnage. built in New York for 
the year ending Sept. 30th, 1843, not including luke 
vessels and canal boats 





Ships 9 aggregate tonnage 5,046 05 
Barque 1 do. 331 61 
Brigs 2 do. 596 20) 
Schrs. 19 do. 1,842 52 
Sloops 8 do, 275 71 
Steamboats 14 do. 3,935 48 
Whole No. 49, total tonnage 12,037 ,67 


In 1842 the number built was 
Ships. brigs. schrs. sloops. canal boats. steamers. 

6 3 12 132 18 

Making an aggregate tonnage of 18,835.29. 

NEW JERSEY. 

DerarcatTion. The Trenton (N. J.) Emporium 
says, “itis rumored, that in looking over the ac- 
counts of the late treasurer, sage Southard, it: has 
been found that he isa defaulter to the anwount of 
$2643; that he had been apprised of this tact betore 
he leit this city, atthe same time his friends were 
s1 ken to upon the siibj el; that no attention was 
puid to it, and that he left the place without ever 
calling upon the present treasurer to make any €X- 
planation of the matter, or to make up the deficiency, 
as an oportumiy was then oflered to him, to avoid a 
puvlic exposure,” 


MARYLAND. 

CoaL TRADE. Ihe first cargoes of coal brought 
from Alleghany by the rail road and canal, bas alrea 
dy aitiacted cousiderable ullenison. One of the N 
York papers, (the Heraid) says: * A jew days ago 
the Maryland Minin. Coo pany sent their first cargo 


fy : . 5 
of Cumbertand coal orm I land to thiscity. It 


Was We Di ierve, cr Luing & Ra dol I} 
We iif w tonior 
the purp: StU Ob Lesiti i th, ‘S un arlicu 

domestic fuel. Wetave Gore su We have triedit 


in every shape for aboui a week or ten days, aud we 
prunvunce at te be, 


ikueutl vide 


ssibiiily va GOULL, 


“months,and then the immense outlay which now 


venue of the state, and tenfold greater than the in- 


the best species of bituminous coal in the world. It 
is equally as inflammable as the best English coal, 
much more lasting, and givesouta greater degree of 
heat, without so much ashes and without unpleasant 
smoke. Indeed, we have no doubt that if the canals 
and rail roads, and other means of communication 
between the mines and the coast are finished, this 
coal will entirely supersede the importation of Eng- 
lish orany other species of coal. Its superiority is 
beyond a doubt. For all purposes of domestic fuel, 
and asan article for the supply of steamboats, it 
will, we have no doubt, be preferred to any coal in 
England. This is really a mine of wealth in Mary- 
land, and the sooner the coal is brought in large 
quantities to this market, the better for all classes. 
We understand that the company will be able to sell 
it at $¢6—about one-third less then the price of Eng- 
lish coal. itis really a very superior and beautiful 
coal.” 

The superior, we might say the unrivalled quality, 
as wel] as the immense quantity, and convenient de- 
posite for mining, of the Allegany coal, has been 
long ascertained, by scientific men, and officially an- 
nounced in the geological report of the state’s late 
geologist Dr. DucareLt. The Chesapeake ard Ohio 
canal by which this vast mine of wealth is to be con- 
ducted to tide water, could be completed in eighteen 


so oppresses the state would begin to reward us for 
the enterprise, and in course of no long time would 
place Maryland amongst the wealthest states of the 
Union. 

WIRGINIA. 

The message of Governor McDowell to the legis- 
lature of Virginia furnishes honorable testimony of 
the enlarged and liberal views held by that officer in 
reference to the internal improvement policy of the 
Stale. 

The outstanding debt of the state amounts to seven 
millions three hundred and fifty thousand dollars, of 
which some four millions three hundred thousand dol- 
lars ore held within the commonwealth. By the tax 
law of the last session of the legislature the credit of 
the state bonds has been raised from 78 to 100. It 
foliows, theretore, (says the message,) that the state, 
through her funds and her citizens, has been a gainer 
by the operation of this law to the amount of some- 
thing more than nine hundred and fifty nine thousand 
dollars, a greater sum than the ordinary annual re- 


creased tax, the imposition of which has bad so de- 
| cided and beneficial an effect in producing at. 
The following passage is excellent: 
| ‘But as to the pecuniary obligations of the state— 
‘those which have been authorized by her own laws, 
contracted by her own agents, and the proceeds of 
which have gone to her own uses—as to those, there 
are no dillerences of parties, nor persons, nor judg- 
/ments amongst us; but the whole commonwealth’ is 
thoroughly, cordially, and indivisibly the same in the 
senuument which consecrates them as obligations of 
honor, and which, therefore, demands that they shall 
| be fulfiiled, and fulfilled to the uttermost. Wherever 
(the faith of the state has been pledged for the repay- 
meut of moneys which have been received and ap- 
plied under the direction of her laws, that faith will 
_be lollowed up and redeewed, no matter at what im- 
convenience, und 00 matter under whose counsels. 
or lor Whal purpose of government the pledge of it 
;Wastuade. And every element waking up thesmoral 
/Halure ol our people will have been corrupted and 
Just, or it will be redeemed, and that ino faltering, 
Hbuslering, Or equivocating spirit, but only the more 
prompuly and more willingly because of the very ab- 
sence Ul all postive and human authority to compel 
11. the faith of the state is necessarily and alone the 
jaw ol her debt. There is uo other jaw which can 
reguiate, guaranty, or enforce it; aid hence itis one 
Which Cab vever ve checked but by self, vor its un 
liiiled Capacity for evil ever be coutrolied but by 
preserving it as supreme in purity as it is Supreme in 
power. dtat this will be done ti Virginia, an early 
aud practical proof nas -aiready been afforded—a 
prool embracing both legislature and people, and tes- 
(lily ng to all Who may care lo know that the sover- 
€igity aud taith of the state are incapable of any 
union With tmiprobity or dislioncr.” 
ihe message gives a deluiled statementof the af 
fuirs of the James rivet and inanawha cana! company 
and vLelieves it lo be the biterest of the state to urge 
ou thatgreat work to completion. Additional ai 
Willi be necessary for tis purpose. 
fhe governor regrets to uferm the legzislat. re 


lial iu Change Hus tuken place in the legal altitude 

4 i Upon Uo EHEVAL SUDIE lu which th 
Lis, bol Gl her Vesseis reloles ilence no oppor 
tuiity Gas Deen uflurued him iorthe exercise of the 
WUGidouilal auihorily vested in the executive to sus 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 
Jtpicrary Tenore. In the legislature, lower 
house, Dec. 8, the bill changing the constitution, so 
as to limit the tenure of the judges’ offices to a cer- 
tain age. was discussed at considerable length, and 
een in the passage of the bill by a vote of 87 to 
THE LEGISLATURE have agreed to close the ses- 
sion on the 29th—and even an earlier day is spuken of. 





GEORGIA. 
FINANCES OF THE STATE. 
Receipts. 
Available balance in the treasury 30th 

Nov. 1843, 

To the credit of the state in Central 
Bank and Georgia Rail Road Bank, 
subject to executive check, 

Balance of military claim on govern- 


$9,815 10 


36,529 07 


ment, 34,070 36 
Taxes and other contingent sources of 
revenue, 290,000 00 


$370,414 53 


Expenditures. 
$85,000 00 


Legislature, 
37,475 00 


Civil list, 


Contingent fund, 20.000 00 
Printing fund, 18,000 00 
Military, 6,000 00 
Inspector of penitentiary, 500 00 
Interest on public debt, 96.000 00 
Arrearages of interest, 18,000 00 
Arrearages in the contingent, military, 

and printing funds, ‘ 17,000 00 
Lunatie Asylum, 2,000 00 
Specific appropriations of this ‘and for- 

mer years (including estimated ap- 

propriations for the Penitentiary), 41,000 00 
Payment to Reid, Irving & Co., 50,000 00 


4390,475 00 
4370 414 53 





Deduct receipts, 








Leave a deficiency of, $20,060 47 


The public debt of the state at present stands as 
follows. The debt to Reid, Irving & Co. is not upon 
a loan on bonds, but an advance made to the state on 
bonds left with them for sale, and is past due: 

DEBT OF GEORGIA. 

206 sterling bonds of £500 each, hypo- 
thecated with Reid, Irving & Co., for 
an advance of, 

125 sterling bonds of £500 each, sold to 
the Bank of Augusta, for 


$447,109 52 
308,026 25 








755,232 77 
State 6 per cent bonds payable at state 

treasury at 30 years: 
Issued in 1840 and "41 
“in 1842 

“© in 1843 


$446.750 
375 000 
41,000——-862.750 00 





Aggregate amount, $1,617,685 77 

The report of the committee of finance in the le- 
gislature of Georgia, places the late executive of 
‘hat state ina very peculiar position. The sum of 
$122. 948 43 was set apart and pledged to the pay- 
ment of the public debts, of which the executive 
applied only $53,421 83 to that purpose, while much 
the larger portion was applied to objects not only 
unauthorised by law, but to objects for which differ- 
ent provision had been made. When the state loan- 
ed its credit to the Western and Atlantic railroad, it 
was done in bonds, the embarrassment of the times 
denying any other means of so doing. The state was 
indebted to Reid, Irving & Co. near half a million ol 
dollars, under very peculiar circumstances, An agent 
had been sent to England to negotiate the bonds of 
the state, and when he reached there, a revulsion 
had taken place in public securities, Unable then to 
sell, he deposited the bonds with Reid, Irving & Co., 
‘o be suld asa favorable occasion might ariseé.— 
While they, with no hope or prospect of speculation, 
but simply to aid the state in her policy, advanced 
to him a large sum of money—expecting that when 
the bonds were sold, which would be very shortly, 
they would reimburse themselves the advancement, 
and remit to the state of Georgia the overplus. They 
‘ere to receive an interest of five per cent. only on 
the amount advanced, until the bonds should be sold. 
These bonds were not sold at the pass: ge of the act 
referred to, nor are they yetsold. The funds which 
the state was receiving from taxes and other sources 
of revenue in 1841, were in an irredeemable curren- 
cy and greatly depreciated. Reid, Irving & Co. were 
pressing most zealously the payment of their money, 
and the redemption of the bonds. Public honor de- 
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requisition of her creditors. The state held a claim 
on the federal government for some two hundred 
tiousand dollars—near one half of the debt of that 
firm. It was believed that during the year 1842, thus 
claim would be realised in par value funds. The- 
state likewise expected to receive from the same 
source her proportion of the sales of the public lands, 
under the law of congress passed in 1841. . Un- 
der these circumstances the legislature passed an 
act requiring all the funds coming into the treasury 
to be set apart and pledged to the payment of the 
public debt; and instead of doing this, the governor 
appropriates these funds to some other purpose. The 
governor applied the funds intended by law to pay 
the creditors of the state, to the following purposes: 
Georgia’s quota of sales of public lands $22,749 43 
On account of military claim . ‘ 100,919 00 


Making . ; $122,968 43 

Of this sum he placed to thecredit of 4 
the Georgia Railroad and Banking 
Co., in the Union Bank, N. Y., fo 
the state of Georgia . : ‘ 
To the credit of state of Georgia, in 





474,037 14 


Merchants’ Bank, N. Y., ° 40,000 00 
To the credit of Georgia Railroad and 

Banking Co. in do. do. tor the state 

of Georgia 2,300 00 


To the credit of the state of Georgia 
in Merchants’ Bank, N. Y. 

Paid interest on sterling bonds 

Amount otherwise accounted for. 


2,653 55 
3,155 94 
821 80 
Making $122,968 43 

The governor estimates the receipts into the state 
treasury for 1844, at $423,291, and the expenditures 
al $312.475, leaving a balance of $110,816, subject to 
legislative disposal. The committee differ from the 
executive very materially; they estimate the receipts 
at $370,414, and the expenditures at $390,475, leay- 
ing a deficiency of $20,060. 

Leatstative Rerorm.—A bill has passed the Le- 
gislature of Georgia to reduce the number of its 
State Senators and Representatives. Under this act 
the Senate is to consist of forty-seven members.— 
The county having the largest representative popula- 
tion is to be entitled to one Senator, and every two 





trict entitled to send one Senator each. In case of 
the creation of anew county, it isto be added to the 
Senatorial district to which the county from which it 
was taken belongs. The House is to he composed 
of one hundred and thirty members. Thirty seven 
counties are entitied to two members each. The 
remaining fifty-six counties are to be entitled to 
one member each. The Milledgeville Recorder 
says that this is the most important measure yet 
passed by the Legislature, and will no doubt bring 
about a new era in the history of Georgia legisla- 
tion. 

Cenrrat Baxnx.—Gov. Crawford has sent a spe- 
cial message to the Legislature, recommending a plan 
for withdrawing the circulation of the Central Bank. 
Jt suggests the passage ofa law requiring the bank to 
issue certificates of deposit, in sums not less than 
fifty dollars, for the redemption of its circulation, 
which shall bear an interest at the rate of eight per 
centum per annum, and be reduced in eighteen 
months, or sooner, at the will of the bank. 


AntTI- REPUDIATION. On the 5th inst. Mr. King, (from 
the committee on the state of the republic,) to whom | 
certain resolutions from the state of New Jersey were | 
referred, on the subject of repudiation, submitted the | 
following resolutions: | 

Resolved, That we regard the slightest breach of | 
plighted faith, public or private, as a ‘want of that 
moral principle upon which all obligation depends. | 
That when any state of this union shall refuse to re- | 
cognize her great seal as the sufficient evidence of | 
her obligation, she will have forfeited her station in | 
the sisterhood of states, and will no longer be worthy | 
of their confidence or respect. 

Resolved, ‘That his excellency the governor be re- | 
quested to transmit copies of the foregoing resolutions | 
to the governor of each of the United States, with a 
request that he will cause the same to be laid-before 
the legislatures thereof. 


—_-—— 








OHIO. 

THE LEGISLATURE assembled at Columbus on the | 
4th instant. 
The senate elected T. W. Bartley (V. B.) speaker, | 


Banxs. There is no state in the Union in which 
at present the subject of banks and banking is more 
agitated, on or where wise legislation to obviate the 
difficulties they are laboring under is more required. 
The policy pursued by the political party which was 
in majority in the legislature last year, was to refuse 
the existing banks, whose charters were about to ex- 
pire, arenewal oftheir charters, and oblige them to 
wind up.—And a law was passed granting new char- 
ters to new instittitions upon the principle of the in- 


dividual responsibility of stockholders. This pro-. 


ject of course failed. Badly as good banks were 
supposed to be wanting in the state, there were no 
monied men to be found so foolish as to risk their all 
in a scheme of that kind. The law remained a 
dead letter, and the state has to depend upon neigh- 
boring states for the most of its circulating medium. 

GoveRNoR SHANNON’S MESSAGE was delivered on | 
the 5th. It strenously urges that a convention be call- | 
ed for the purpose of remodelling the constitution 
of the state in relation to the judiciary, which, hav- 
ing been adopted when the state contained only sixty | 
thousand inhabitants, is by no means fitted for a po- 
pulation of two millions. 





INDIAT A: 

The legislature of Indiana assembled on the 4th 
instant. Andrew L. Robinson was elected speaker 
of the house of representatives, and William Otto 
principal clerk of the senate. The latter gentleman 
isa whig, and was elected by a majority of two 
votes on the tenth ballot. 

We learn from the message of Governor Big- 
ger that the public debt of the state amounts to about 
fifteen million dollars, upon which no interest has 
been paid since 1841, except upon that portion of it 
borrowed for the establishment of the State Bank. 





ILLINOIS. 

JupicraL pecision. The Alton (Ilinois) Telegraph 
of the 22d ult. says: “‘During the present term of 
Madison cir@uit court, now in session, his honor 
Judge Shields decided upon an exception taken to a 
commissioner’s report by’ the complainant, that the 
two-thirds or valuation Jaw of our state does not ap- 
ply to the foreclosure of a mortgage in chancery: 
thus following the decision of the supreme court of 
the United States in the case of Kinzie vs. Bronson. 

“The case decided by our circuit court compelled 
the commissioners to make a deed to the complainant 
who had made a bid for the mortgaged premises, ata 
sum much Jess than that of which the property, at 
two thirds its appraised value, came; and that the 
redemption Jaws of the state were inoperative in the 
foreclosures of a mortgage in chancery.” 





MISSOURI. 

PLatre County IMPROVEMENTS. The receipts at 
the Land Office in Plattsburg, Clinton County, Mis- 
souri, since the 18th of last May, have amounted to 
$260,000. $50,000 in specie, received at that office 
lately, were deposited in the bank in this city on Sa- 
turday last. No part of this state has been settled 
with more rapidity than the Platte country, and none 
possesses a more energetic and hardy population. 

[Si. Louis Republican. 


MICHIGAN. 

Navication. The Detroit Advertiser contains 
a call signed by a large number of names in that 
city, for a public meeting to promote the speedy 
construction of a ship canal around the Falls of 
Sault St. Marie at the outlet of Lake Superior.— 
They hope to induce congress to make this work, 
which requires to be only one and a half miles in 
length, having a lockage of only twenty-two feet. 





FLORIDA. 

SerrLters. The St. Augustine News of the 2nd 
instant, anrfeunces the arrival at that place of fifty- 
two settlers, most of them from the neighborhood of 
Augusta, in Georgia, and destined for Indian River 
and St. Lucie, for which places they had departed 
from St. Augustine all in good health and spirits. 





rTOoOwA. 

WownperFvut cave. In the lead district, within a 
few miles of the town of Du Buque, is a cave lately 
discovered which abounds in inexhaustible quanti- 
ties of rich lead ore. Some of the apartments are 
beautiful; full of spares and other formations. In 
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OREGON. 

| We learn from the St. Louis Gazette that ten 
'men, who I2ft with Lieut. Fremonr for Oregon last 
Spring, reached that city on Sunday, the 30th ultimo. 
| They bring a very unfavorable account of their ex- 
_pedition, having been compelled for a portion of the 
| time to subsist on horse flesh. The letters forward- 
ed by Lieut. Fremonr were lost, and those sent by 
| the Oregon emigrants were left at Weston for publi- 
cation. Eight of the emigrants had died from the 
hardships to which they were exposed. The govern- 
ment surveying company will return about the Ist of 
January by the way of the Yellow Stone. On the 
16th of September they surveyed the Great Salt 
Lake, supposed to empty into the Pacific, and com- 
puted its length to be 280 miles, and its breadth 100. 
They were not molested by the Indians, except at the 
head of the North Fork, on which occasion the 
sight of a twelve-pound howiizer soon caused the 
savages to desist from all hostile movements. The 
were left by the men who returned at Fort Hall, in 
the Oregon Territory, one of the forts belonging to 
the Hudson Bay Company. 











MISCELLANEOUS. 





DOMESTIC 
RELATIONS OF THE SOUTH. 

A familiar letter from a highly respectable corres- 
pondent residing in the interior of Alabama, gives 
such a plain simple account of the habits of that por- 
tion of our union, that we take the freedom of making 
the following extract, although the writer we know, 
will be surprised to see it in print. 

“If you could just now passthrough the country 
you would, although late in the season.see thousands 
of wagon loads of cotton hanging on the stalks, and 
the planters making every effort to gather it. There 
isnothing in the world to equal our planting in this 
country, and if the planters would keep ont of debt 
they would be the most prosperous people in any 
country. They are now making all they want on 
their plantations and raising stock. They manufac- 
ture clothing for the slaves of a quality superior to 
any thing which can be made at the northern mills. — 
One garment of the domestic article will last as long 
as two of the factory production. In addition to this 
they have plenty of milk and butter, and raise plen- 
ty of pork for their plantations. Very few men, if 
any, buy one pound of pork now, or bacon. They 
raise the hogs, and make the bacon at home, and the 
slaves are well fed. On this you may rely, for [ 
fee) assured, that this county, having more than two 
slaves to one white, if she feeds well, the less popu- 
lous counties would be more likely todo so. A horn 
blown at my residence, would call up three thousand 
slaves. I know all their masters, and something of 
their management, and I can tell you with confidence 
that those slaves are well fed, and well clodNed. At 
some of the plantations with which lam more inti- 
mate, the cook appears at the smoke house in the 
morning of each day, and obtains the proper allow- 
; ance of bacon and meal, and by an order of the mas- 
tera vegetable of some kind is cooked daily, and 
when dining hour comes, the provisions are taken 
to a cool shade, with plenty of good cool water, and 
there they make a meal that would be acceptable to 
any working man. At night they sup in their houses 
and they have tin buckets in which they carry their 
breakfasts to the plantation. In this way they are 
fed in the very best manner, and they are the happi- 
est people | have ever seen. J do not believe that 
there is another class of men on this earth, so com- 
pletely happy as the slaves of the southern states. [ 
speak of Alabamain particular. ‘They are well fed 
well clothed, made to doa proper amount of work 
and no more, and at night when they return to their 
homes, and visiting each other at their houses, at a 
| proper hour after supper they lie down and sink into 
la swect sleep that no other part of this world can 
jeverenjoy. Jf you could hear the songs, and wit- 
‘ness the dances which enliven their evenings, you 

would never believe one word of the vile abuse which 
has been heaped upon us for badly treating our 
| slaves.” 
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POLITICAL. 





| THE VICE PRESIDENCY. 
| The Buffalo Commercial Advertiser, by the way 


he receiving 19 votes, Dr. Chambers (whig), 14, 'one section the caverns extend to an unknown dis-/ a very ably edited and widely circulated journal, has 


blank 1. D. A. Robertson was chosen clerk. 


| tance; it has been travelled three miles without any | hoisted at the head of their columns, assaciated with 
Tie house. J. M. Gallagher (whig) was elected | sign of its termination, or without the sign of walls | the name of Henry Cray for the presidency, that of 


speaker, receiving 38 votes, J. C. Clark, (V. B.) 29.!on either side. Compared to this, the Mammoth! Mittarp I'trumore, of New York, well known as 


Chas. Boreland was elected clerk. 


Cave of Kentucky, and other subterranean wonders, 


_an efficient champion of the manufacturing interests, 


Mr. Hawkins gave notice of his intention to intro-| dwindle into littleness. — The American continent, | for the office of vice presidency; beth “subject to the 
duce a bill for the repeal of the banking law of last| when fully explored, will be found to contain the | decision of the national convention.” The whic 


session. 


| most natural magnificent curiosities in the world. 


‘convention of the 10th congressional district of that 
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state, warmly urges the nomination of Mr. F. The 
Albany Daily Advertiser says, “Our readers will 
Jike the tone of the resolutions in our paper to-day, 
adopted at the convention of the 10th congres. 
sional district. The heartiness with which they in- 
struct their delegates to vote for Henry Clay, and 
him only, and the thoroughness of their adhesion to 
whig measures are in the right spirit. This conven- 
tion, moreover, gives a cordial expression of senti- 
ment in favor of Mr. Fillmore for the vice presiden- 
cy. We are gratified to see this indication in a River 
county; for we know of no name that would bring 
out a more overwhelming vote in Western New 
York, than that of Millard Fillmore.” 


CORRESPONDENCE 
OF THE ANTI-MASONS WITH MR. CLAY. 


LETTER TO MR. CLAY. 


Lancaster, ( Pa.) Nov. 14, 1843. 

Drar Sra: A large majority of the anti-masonic 
party of Pennsylvania admire your political charac- 
ter, and appreciate your public services. They think 
with you on those great leading measures of national 
policy which you have long, ably, and successfully 
advocated. 

I have been requested by several respectable gen- 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE 
TREASURY. 





Treasury department, December 6, 1843. 

Sir: By the act of congress approved May 10,1800, 
it is made the duty of the secretary of the treasury 
‘to digest, prepare, and lay before congress, at the 
commencement of every session, a report on the sub- 
ject of finance, containing estimates of the public re- 
venue and public expenditures, and plans for improv- 
‘ing or increasing the revenues from time to time.”— 
By the act of 26th August, 1842, the fiscal year of the 
treasury is directed lo commence on the first day of 
July in each year, beginning with that day in the year 
1843; and it is provided that the report and estimates 
required to be prepared and Jaid before congress at 
the commencement of each session by the secretary 
of the treasury shall be a report and estimates for 
each fiscal year, commencing as aforesaid, and ter- 
minating on the thirtieth day of June in the succeed- 
ing calender year. 

In obedience to these laws the following report is 
submitted. 

The act of 1842 contemplates that estimates of the 
receipts and expenditures of the fiscal year commenc- 
ing Ist July, 1844, should be furnished at the com- 
mencement of the present session of congress. They 





tlemen (members of the anti-masonic party) respect- 

fully to ask you in what relation you stand to the in- 

stitufion of freemasonry. 1 am,sir, with great respect, 

your obedient servant, E. C. REIGART. 
Hon. Henry Clay. 


MR. CLAY’S ANSWER. 


Ashland, November 25, 1843. 

Dear Sin: I have duly received your letter re- 
questing me, at the instance of several respectable 
gentlemen ofthe anti-masonic party in Pennsylvania, 
to state what are my existing relstionsto freema- 
sonry. 

I entertain great repugnance to appearing before 
the public atall, on any subject, and especially upon 
one which, according to my humble apprehension, is 
not necessarily connected with the administration of 


the general government; but the respectful terms in| 
which you have been pleased to address me, and the | 


conscientious motives by which [ prestime you to be 
actuated, entitle you to a frank and full answer to 
the inquiry contained in your letter; and | now have 


the pleasure of accordingly transmitting such an| 


answer. 


| became a mason in early life. from youthful cu- | 
But | never had any | 


riosity and a social disposition. 
taste for or was much skilled in the mysteries of the 
order. All the professed objects of the institution 
as developed to me (and [ knew no other) were 
charitable and benevolent. I never did contract, and 
never would have contracted, any obligations what- 
ever incompatible with my duty to my country or to 
society. I have always regarded the constitution and 
laws of the land as supreme, and my obligations and 


duties to my country as paramount to all other earth-/! 


ly obligations and duties. 

Official evidence of my retirement from the lodge 
upwards of nineteen ycars ago has been published; 
aid 1 have not since been a member of any lodge, 
nor held any office, place, or appointment of any 
kind in the institution. Nor do I believe that J gould, 
upon my own knowledge or recollection of its rites 
2nd ceremonies, obtain admission at this time in any 
Jodge of any degree whatever. 
voted for orsupported any man, for any civil or mi- 


litary or other appointment under government, be- | 
cause he was @ mason; nor against any man because) fiscal year, are also founded upon the entries in the’ 


I never in my life 


have accordingly been prepared, and are herein pre- 
sented. 

he estimates for the current fiscal year, com- 
mencing Ist of July, 1843, were made in December, 
1842, so much in advance of the time to which they 
related that they were necessarily conjectural to a 
great extent. They can now be rendered more ex-| 
act by a knowledge of the true state of the treasury 
at the commencement of the fiscal year, and by a 
better acquaintance with the necessities of the various | 
i branches of the public service. Accordingly, the 
different departments have been requested to revise 
their respective estimates. Upon the. information 
thus obtained a corrected account of the actual and 
| estimated receipts and expenditures of the current | 
| and fiscal year, commencing the Ist of July last, fias 
‘also been prepared and is now submitted. 
| In order to fill the chasm in the accounts between | 








the 3ist day of December, 1842, and the Ist day of | 
July, 1843, caused by the change in the fiscal year, 
and to ascertain the true balance in the treasury on) 
the Ist day of July, 1843, ic becomes necessary to! 
exhibit a statement of the receipts and expenditures | 
during that time, which is accordingly presented. 
herein. It will be seenthat the expenditures ex-| 
ceeded and the receipts fel! short of the estimates for | 
that period. An account of the actual receipts and | 
expenditures of the calendar year 1842 is also annex- | 
ed to this report, a part of them only having been | 
hitherto submitted to congress, in which the expen- | 
|ditures will be found classed under general yet dis-| 
'ticlive heads of appropriation, so as to exhibit brief- 
| ly and intelligibly the subjects to which they have 
| been applied. Itis an abstract of the warrants issued to | 
| the treasurer pursuant to the appropriations by con- 
gress, and paid by him. 





, are usually called outstanding warrants, which, in 
| fact, are not outstanding, but are merely unsettled, 
| having been paid by the treasurer to the parties who 


| presented them by check and drafts on the public | 
| depositories and receivers, but which had not been | 
| returned at the time of the settlement of his accounts, | 


although most, ifnot all of them, had in fact been paid. 


The statements of the receipts and expenditures | 
for the half year between the Ist of January and the | 


he was nota mason. In 1825 | voted for Mr. Adams} books of the register of the treasury, and make no 


as president of the United States, although, as | 


| distinction between warrants settled and unsettled. | 


have understood, he was not a mason, and against| These statements, therefore, show accurately the 
General Andrew Jackson, notwithstanding he was a | payments that have been made according to the ap- 
distinguished member of that order; but it is proper) propriations by congress, although all the evidences 


to state that 1 was not at all influenced by that fact.| of those disbursements required by the auditing offi-, 


Among my most determined political opponents in| cers may not have reached their offices. 
Kentucky are masons, who now or lately held, ac-| This mode of exhibiting the state of the treasury 


cording to the newspapers, eminent stations in the| has not always been observed. 


lodge. 


Such is a faithful account of my relations to ma. | been so stated as to leave the impression that it was | 
sonry, an institution which has comprised some of! an available balance. 
the most eminent men of our country, dead and liv-) warrants, as they are called, for a series of years, has. 


ing. I presume that the experience of many me: 


has been, like my own, that as we advance in life | deducting the exact amount that remained unsettled. | 


we cease to take any interest in attending such insu 
tutions. 


In the sentiments of love of country, of obedience | of, and cannot be reached by congress, whether the | 


to its laws, of acknowledgment of their paramoun 
obligation, and of devotion to our free institutions 
by which all ought to be, and I understand anti 


masons are animated, I most heartly and cordially | to appropriations. 


With great respect, 1 am your obedieu 


Hi. CLAY. 


concur. 
servant, 


E. C. Reigart, Esq. 





_rently in the hands of the treasurer has sometimes 


The average of outstanding 


1| been deducted from the apparent balance, instead of 


- But whén a warrant has been issued to the treasurer 
| and paid by him, the amount is effectually disposed 


{| treasurer’s account of such payment is settled or not. 
,| Uhe mode now pursued, therefore is deemed the pro- 
-| per one to exhibit the amount in the treasury subject 
This explanation is made, to ac- 
t} count for discrepancies that may appear between the 


| statements and tables herewith presented and those 


an former reports. 


It does not embrace the trust! 
; funds or indemnities, although it does include what! 


Ist of July, 1843, and for the first quarter of the new | 


The money appa-, 


These accounts and estimates present a connected 
series from the Ist of January, 1842, to the 1st of 
July, 1845, and exhibit the operations of the treasury 
for the last two years, (with the exceptionof the 
present quarter,) its present condition, and its future 
prospects. The results deducted from them and the 
views they suggest will now be presented in the order 
of time, in respect to the different periods to which 
they relate. 

Receipts, expenditures, &c. of 1842. 
According to the settlement of the treasurer’s ac- 
counts, on the first day of January, 1842, there was 

in the treasury $28,685,111 08 
From which is to deducted as not 

available; 
Amount deposited 

with the states 
Balances of trust 

funds Ist January 

1842. 


$28,101,644 91 


374,521 18 





28,476,166 09 
The outstanding war- ' 
rants at the close 
of the year 1841, 


were 813,268 46 





Total liabilities 29,289,434 55 





Deficiency of means to meet war- 


rants 604,323 47 





$29,289,434 55 

Instead of any ayailable balance in the treasury on 
the Ist of January 1842, there was, therefore, a de- 
ficiency to meet the outstanding warrants of $604,- 
323 47. 

From the accompanying statement (A) it appears 
that the receipts into the treasury during the year 
1842, exclusive of trust funds, and of the avails of 
treasury notes and Joans, were $19,643,966 40 
The expenditures of the same year, 

exclusive of the sums paid on the 

redemption of treasury notes and 
interest on them, and on recent 
loans, and on account of the old 
public debt, was 

The excess of expenditures over re- 
venue was 

The amount paid on account of the 
old public debt, treasury notes, 
and interest on them and on loans, 

was 8,477,868 94 
To supply the deficiency in the re- 

venue, and to provide means for the 

redemption of treasury notes, others 
were issued and Joans obtained to 
the amount of 

And a balance was thus left in the 
treasury on the Ist of January, 

1843, exclusive of deposites with 

the states, indemnities and trust 

funds, and deducting outstand- 
ing warrants, subject to appropria- 

tion, of 1,449,472 02 
Receipts, Expenditures, &c. of the first six months of 1343. 
The balance in the treasury on the 

Ist January, 1843, exclusive of de- 

posits with states, trust funds and 

outstanding warrants, was 

| By the accompanying statement (B) 

| it appears that the receipts be- 

tween the Ist of January and Ist of 

| July, 1843, exclusive of the avails 

of treasury notes and Joans, were 

And the expenditures, exclusive of 
the sums paid on account of tiie 
public debt 

Excess of expenditures over revenue 

The amount paid for redemption of 
treasury notes and for principal and 
interest on the public debt, was 

To supply the deficiency and to pro- 
vide means for the redemption of 
treasury notes, others were issued 

and loans obtainedtotheamountof 5,545,708 36 
And a loan was made under the act 

of March 3, 1843, of seven millions 

of which nearly the whole was re- 
ceived during the quarter 
Which left a balance on the Ist of 

July, 1843, of 10,434,507 55 

This large apparent balance arises from the cir- 
cumstance that while nearly the whole proceeds of the 
seven millious loan were paid in during the half year, 
the amount of notes redeemed by those proceeds 
does not appear in the accounts of that period, but 1s 
contained in those of the next quarter. ‘The real ba- 
lance, excluding the loan and the notes subsequently 
redeemed, was about $3,370,000. 


23,921,037 60 
4,277,071 20 


14,808,735 64 


$1,449,472 03 


8,065,325 46 


10,698,390 83 
2,633,065 37 


861,607 47 


6,934,000 00 
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Revised Estimate of the Receipts and Expenditures for the 
_ fiscal year. commencing July 1, 1843. 
The accounts of the Ist quarter of the present fis- 





It will be seen that a sum exceeding two millions, the three first quarters of that year, the receipts ex- 
and a half is deducted from the appropriations al-| ceeded thirteen millions, and, from returns already 
iready made, on the ground that it will not be requir-| received, it is quite certain those of the fourth quar- 


cal year, that is, from July Ist to September 30th, | ed to be paid out during the fiscal year. Being ac-| ter will amount to more than three millions, making 


1843, exhibit the following results: 
RECEIPTS. 


tually appropriated by congress, and liable to be used 
even during the year, and certainly within a short 
From customs > $6,132,272 09 | time after its expiration, the undersigned has hesitat- 
Sales of public lands 388,870 22) ed to deduct the amount from the expenditures, and, 
Miscelianeous and incidental 26,871 43 | although this has been done in conformity with usage, 
this explanation is necessary to prevent mistake. 

Total revenue received 6,548,013 74| Notwithstanding this deduction, it will be perceived 
Residue of subscription to loan of seven that there will be a deficiency of more than two mil- 
millions 66,000 00) lions five hundred thousand dollars. To this defi- 








a total of more than sixteen millions for the calendar 
year. 

Various general considerations, and particularly 
that the stocks of imported goods were, during the 
last two years, nearly exhausted, induce the belief 
that the revenue from this source will Goxtinue to 
augment under the present Jaws for the next two 
years, but it is doubted whether this increase will 
exceed three or four millions. 

It is believed that habits of economy are prevailing 


ciency must be added the amount of such special ap- 
Total 6,614,013 74 | propriations as congress may make during the pre-| among our fellow citizens, stimulated and strengthen- 
sent session, in addition to the appropriations for| ed by the sad consequences of overtrading and a spi- 
which estimates ure submitted in another report. It| rit of speculation. ‘The disposition to husband their 
is a duty also to remark, that the credit of the trea- | means prevents the purchase of many superfluous ar- 
sury, the facility of its operations, and the necessity | ticles of foreign manufacture which were formerly 
of guarding against unforeseen contingencies, have | in extensive use. Many fabrics which were hereto- 
usually induced congress to make provision for a | fore imported, and nearly all those which are neces- 
small surplus. There is nothing in the circumstan-| sary to our comfort, excepting those composed of silk, 
ces of the present year to induce a departure from lare manufactured within our own borders as well, 
/such a provident course, and for that purpose a mil- | and are furnished as cheap, as the productions of 
lion and a half of dollars ought to be added to the de-| other countries. This cause has for several years 
ficiency above stated. ‘The whole amount to be pro-| gradually reduced the consumption of foreign mer- 
vided for the service of the present fiscal year, beyond | chandise, and will continue to operate; and, in con- 
the means now existing or estimated, would therefore | nexion with a more healthful economy, will material- 
, be about $4,000,000. “\ly affect the revenue. The estimates of receipts 
| Estimate of Revenues and Expenditures for the fiscal year from cuevome for the ensuing eighteen months have 
| commencing July 1, 1844, and terminating June 30, | been framed in reference to these considerations. 
| 1845. | A table has been prepared under my direction, 
| Revenue—From customs $20,000,000 00) which accompanies this report, (G.) exhibiting the 
From sales of public lands = 2,250,000 00) value of foreign merchandise imported and re-e xport- 
| From miscellaneous sources 50,000 00 | ed from 1821 to 1842, and showing the value of ar- 
ticles consumed or left on hand during each year. 
| 99 300.000 00 | By a comparison of this table with another, (I.) also 
were os hereto annexed, showing the value of merchandise 
imported and the duties accruing thereon for each 
| Expenditures—According to the.data furnished by the | year during the same period, it will be perceived, as 
| different departments there will be required the | a general result, that the duties were the greatest 
__ balance of former appropriations $2,608,026 06\ during the years when the largest amounts of import- 
| Permanent and indefinite appropria- ied goods were either consumed or lefton hand. A 
tions 2,318,189 02) comparison of these for the several years will afford 


Specific appropriations for the service /a very good idea of the average consumption of fo- 
of the year 


Balance in the treasury Ist July, 1843 10,434,507 55 





Total means 17,048,521 29 
EXPENDITURES. 
Civil, miscellaneous, and foreign inter- 

course $1,016,257 17 
Army proper 858,785 15 


Fortifications, ordnance, arming mili- 


tia, &c. 610,400 90 
Indian department 880,171 88 
Pensions 806.800 04 
Naval establishment 2,049,387 36 
Interest, &c. on public debt 95,555 48 


7-_— 








Total, exclusive of redemption of trea- 
sury notes and interest 

Paid on redemption of treasury notes 
‘and interest 


6,317,357 95 
6,902,031 54 





Total payments for the quarter 13,219,389 52 





Leaving a balance on the Ist October, 
1843, of 
Estimates for the remaining three quarters of the fiscal 
year. 
Balance at the end of the first quarter, 
30th September, 1843, 
Estimated receipts, 2d quarter— 
from customs 3,100,000 
from lands 537,000 
Estimated receipts, 3d quarter— 
from customs 4,600,008 
from lands 500,000 
Estimated receipts, 4th quarter— 
from customs 3,600,006 
from Jands 520,000 
Miscellaneous 50,000 
12,907,000 09 








Total means $16,736,131 77 


$3,829,131 77| 


$3 829,131 77) 

















21,950 844 11) reign goods and the balances that must have been 
| | left on hand, and will justify the conclusion that the 





$26,877,059 19 largest amounts of duties were founded upon the ex- 
| cess of importation over consumption; in other words, 

that the regular and steady consumption of the coun- 
try did not furnish the means from which those ex- 
cessive revenues were derived. The inference to be 
$4,659,904 9$8| drawn from these results is, that we are not to ex- 
3.926,096 07} pect such amounts of duties as characterized the 


—————————————e 


| This sum is composed of the following items: 
| Civil list, foreign intercourse, and mis- 
cellaneous objects 
Army proper 


er ee Fortifications, ordnance, arming mili- 
Of the specific appropriatians already made by Jaw | bi 





: etal tia, &e. 4,478,112 19 
applicable to the service of the last and the current | Jydjan department 2.330.355 14 
fiscal year, there remains unexpended | Menatone 1.555.844 57 

Of this bal vill 14,909,635 89> Naval establishment 8.894 007 22 
so apreete cei dlagle | Interest, &c., on public debt 1,032,739 02, 


not be required to be ex- 
pended during the year, | 
but will be required dur- $26,877,059 19) 
ing the next year, for the | 
civil list, foreign inter- 
course, and miscellane- 
ous 352,387 41 
Military establishment 2,255,638 65 








| Probable deficiency, independent of 
other specific appropriations that may 
be made by congress $4 577,059 19° 








| 
| 
| 
| 
| The estimate of the proceeds of the sales of public 
| lands is founded upon the expectation that all the) 
| Miami lands in Indiana, or those in the Choctaw | 
cession of 1830, in Mississippi, will be brought into | 

3,112.96 79 | market. 

Leaving of the specific appropriations, If both tracts should be offered for sale, the amount | 
which, according to the data furnish- from that source may be increased four hundred | 
ed by the respective departments, thousand dollars. If neither should be offered, the 
will be required during the year 16,396 G69 00 | estimated amount will be reduced two hundred and | 

To which is to be added amount of per- fifty thousand dollars. | 


manent and indefinite appropriations, The preceding estimates are made on the assump- | 
which will be required 2,577,713 88 tion of the continuance of the existing laws for the | 
Additional appropriations necessary 299,012 96) collection of auties on imports and tonnage, and for, 
the sale of the public lands, and of course will be af. | 
: $19,263,395 94) fected by any changes in those laws. The fluctua-| 
This sum is composed of the following items: tions of commerce forbid an implicit reliance upon 
Civil list, foreign intercourse, and mis- any prospective calculations for a longterm. Those 
cellaneous 4,799,037 09° now presented have been made from the best infor- | 
Army proper 2,775,928 06) mation that could be obtained, and from a compari-| 
Fortifications, ordnance, arming mili- son with the receipts of previous years, The large 


2,608,026 U6 
And which will not be re- 
quired and may be car- 
ried to the surplus fund 504940 73 


so) 
lop) 














tia, &e. 2,674,906 91) amount of eighteen millions received in 1842 from 
alae department 1,642,482 71) customs is not to be wholly credited to the business | 
ensions 


954,578 46) of that year. It includes $4,808,666 11, the amount | 
5,053,070 76) of duties which had accrued in 1841, and was secured | 
1,403,791 94) by bonds that were paid in 1842, and also $567.000. 
of treasury notes redeemed by the collectors in the | 
. $19,263,395 94) former year, but which were credited in 1842, thus, 
The means in the treasury, as above leaving the actual receipts from the duties of the, 

stated, are 16,736.131 77} year at less than thirteen millions. Jt will be per-. 
ceived that there was a decided improvement in the | 
$2,527,264 17| duties on imports during the year 1843, for, during 


Naval establishment 
Interest on public debt 











Deficiency 





years 1831, 1832, 1835, 1836, and 1839, without the 
existence of the same cause—importations beyond 
our wants. And indeed a more general inference 
may be drawn, that, without the intervention of some 


extraordinary causes, which there is now no reason 
to anticipate, we cannot rely upon more than a very 


moderate increase of duties from customs, bearing a 
proportion to the increase of population, for years to 


come, 


With a view to furnish the information collected 
in this department, respecting the course and fluctua- 
tions of our foreign commerce, in a convenient form 
for examination and reference, several very valuable 
tables have been prepared, which are annexed to this 
report. Among them, besides those already mention- 
ed, isa statemeut of our exports of domestic produce 
and of foreign goods, distinguishing those Subject to 
duty from those that were free; also, tables of the 
most important articles imported from those coun- 


‘tries with which we have the most intercourse. de- 
. , 


signating them respectively; and, also, of our exports 
to the same countries. ‘There is also a table show- 
ing the gross revenue of each year, the expenses 
chargeable upon it, and the nett proceeds. All these 


/embrace the period from 182], when the statistical 


reports were first made, to the year 1842, 

‘The proceeds of the sales of the public lands have 
been estimated from the best elements within reach. 
The demand for these lands is steady, while it is 
moderate, and there is no reason to anticipate the 
wild and excessive rage for purchases which at one 
time prevailed. Ifthe tide of emigration should take 
its course to vards the shores of the Pacific, it might 
materially affect the government salesof lands. The 
tracts set apart to the new states and located by them 
being or likely to be in the market, will also have 
an influence upon the question. These and other 
considerations not of equal magnitude, but having a 
bearing upon the result, have induced the undersien- 
ed to doubt whether the receipts from the sales of 
lands will be equal to the estimateasubmitted, which 
have been obtained from the generat ig office, and 
are founded upon large purchases bear made of 
tracts that will be brought into the market: -- 

The expenditures for the next eighteen months 
will be diminished to a considerable extent, in con- 
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sales of public lands having ceased, of no appropria- 
tions being necessary for new purchases of Indian 
Jands, of various public buildings, heretofore autho- 
rized, being completed, and, it is hoped, of the claims 
of militia and volunteers being nearly satisfied. 

Yet from present appearances it seems certain that 
the deficiencies above stated will exist during the 
present and the next fiscal year. They are but con- 
tinuances of similar deficiencies which commenced 
immediately after the deposites were made with the 
states, and have continued for the last seven years. 
The accompanying table (C) exhibits the receipts 
from the various sources accruing between the Ist of 
January, 1837, and the 30th September, 1843, the 
expenditures, exclusive of payments for principal or 
interest of the public debt, those made on that ac- 
count, and the actual balances in the treasury. 

lt will be seen that the deficiency has been dimi- 
nishing during the last three years, having been at the 
rate of seven hundred thousand dollars less per year 
during that time than during the preceding four 
years. ‘The average rate of revenue per annum ac- 
cruing between the Ist of January, 1837, and the 31st 
December, 1840, was twenty-one millions of dollars, 
while that between the Ist of January, 1841, and the 
30th September, 1843, was eighteen millions two 
hundred thousand dollars per year. 

The accruing revenue stated in the table embraces 
all the receipts into the treasury during the periods 
referred to, excepting those from debts and other 
funds existing prior to 1837, in reference to the first 
mentioned period, and with a like exception of re- 
ceipts from similar funds which existed before 1841, 
in reference to the second period, and excepting in 
both cases the means derived from loans and treasury 
notes, This view is taken for the purpose of exhi- 
biting the actual revenue, independent of accidental 
and extrinsic additions. ‘Thus, during the first four 
years thedeficiency in the ordinary revenue was sup- 
plied by the balance in the treasury on the Ist of Ja- 
nuary, 1837, of $16,087,278 88; by receipts from 
debts and other funds existing before the Ist of Janua- 
ry, 1837, to the amount of $8,576,697 63, and by 
treasury notes. During the last two years and nine 
months the deficiency was partly supplied by the ba- 
Jance in the treasury on the Ist of January, 1841, 
$1,196,627 65; by receipts from funds existing before 
the last mentioned day to the amount of $720,723 99; 
and the residue by loans and treasury notes. 


It will be perceived also that the expenditures for 
the four years, for all purposes other than the public 
debt, averaged at the rate of twenty-eight millions 
one hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars per 
year; while those of the same character for the last 
two years and nine months averaged at the rate of 
twenty-four millions four hundred and forty-eight 
thousand dollars per annum. The reduction in ex- 
penditures for the Jast mentioned period was much 
greater than the diminution of revenue. 

The payments on account of the principal and in- 
terest of the old public debt, and the interest on loans 
and treasury notes during the last mentioned period, 
excéeded two millions, while those between 1837 
and 1840 were less than seven hundred thousand 
dollars. 

From the preceding estimates and state- 

ments it appears that there will be 

required for the service of the pre- 

sent fiscal year beyond the means in 

the treasury $4,000,000 00 
And for (he service of the fiscal year 

commencing Ist July, 1844, beyond 

the probabie revenue, at least 


4,500,000 00 





$8,500,000 00 
The loan of 184] becoming due Ist Ja- 
nuary, 1845, amounts to 
The balance of the treasury notes which 
were outstanding on the 3d March, 
1843, and were not redeemed by the 
last loan, amounts to 


5,672,976 $8 


4,656,387 45 











With respect to the last item,the balance of un- 
redecmed treasury notes, at is supposed that adequate 
provision for the present is made by existing laws, 
which authorize the funding such notes in a ten 
years’ stock, or the reissue of them before the Ist of 
July, 1844. Some observations will be found in a 
subsequent partof this report explanatory of the 
views and course of this department in regard to 
these treasury notes. In this place itis deemed pro- 
per only to express the opinion that no legislation 
will be necessary to provide for this amount of more 
than four millions and a half, other than the continu- 
ance by congress of the provisions of the actof 
March 3, 1843. 

The loan made under the act of 2Ist July, 1841, 
is in terms redeemable at the option of the govern- 
meut after the Ist of January, 1845, yet it is not 
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sequence of the distribution of the proceeds of the | doubted that the understanding of the lenders at the 


time was, as it always is in respect to loans on simi- 

lar terms, that it would be redeemed at the specified 

time. Inthe opinion of the undersigned, the prac- 

tice of rendering loans indefinite or uncertain as to 

the times of payment, ought not to be indulged 

when it can possibly be avoided. A postponement 

supposed to be temporary from year to year embar- 

rasses the operations of the treasury by the uncer- 

tainty of the demands which may be made upon it. 

In the present abundance of money, it is believed 

that a new loan might be obtained, on a ten or fif-1 
teen years’ stock, on terms more favorable to the go- 
vernment that those on which that about to become 

due was procured. This course is recommended 

also by the consideration that the probable deficien- 
cy in the revenues of the next fiscal year to meet 
the ordinary expenditures will be sufficient to call 
forth all our resources without encountering this ad- 
ditional amount. 

The remaining eight millions five hundred thou- 
sand dollars, the estimated expenditures over the re- 
ceipts of the present and next fiscal year, must be 
avoided in whole or in part by a reduction of the 
public expenditures, or provision must be made to 
meet them by an increase in the revenue. Both 
these topics, therefore, demand consideration. 


First, a reduction in the expenses of the govern- 
ment. 

The subjects for retrenchment fall peculiarly with- 
in the province of the legislative branch of the go- 
vernment, particularly those of a general character. 
There are some, however, which are necessarily 
better known to thedepartments having charge of 
them. Itis believed that the expenses of collecting 
the revenue from customs may be materially dimi- 
nished by the abolition of some collection districts, 
and of some offices in other districts, which have 
ceased to be useful, and by a more exact regulation 
of the compensation of those officers who may be 
retained. The subject has heretofore been brought 
to the attention of congress, and it is again respect- 
fully submitted to its consideration. - Any additional 
information that has been obtained, and the views of 
the department in detail, will cheerfully be commu- 
nicated to the appropriate committees. 

A large and unnecessary expense is frequently in- 
curred in the proceedings to obtain judicial con- 
demnation of goods of small value, which have 
been seized as having been illegally imported. In 
one collection district, andin a single qnarter, out of 
forty-three cases of seizure, balances of costs were 
paid by the United States in thirty-nine of them, 
averaging fifty-four dollars in each suit. This1s pro- 
bably an extreme case, but the evil is known to be 
very general. If no claimant ventures to appear, 
the conclusion seems irresistable that no defence ex- 
ists. It is submitted, therefore, whether a more 
prompt and economical mode of proceeding may 
not be adopted consistent with the rights of all. 
Congress has made liberal provision for the remis- 
sion of forfeitures where they have been incurred 
without fraudulent intent, by a short and simple pro- 
cess, which saves to the applicant the costs of a trial. 
It would seem but jist that a similar principle 
should apply in favor of the government. In cases 
where the appraised value of the goods seized shall 
be less than one hundred dollars, an ample public no- 
tice might be given requiring claimants to appear 
and give security for costs in case of failure, and in 
default of a claim, the goods might be sold at public 
auction and the proceeds deposited in the treasury 
for a convenient period priorto final distribution, to 
be refunded in the proper cases. 

The act regulating the amount of compensation to 
be retained out of their fees by clerks of District 
and Circuit courts, when the same person officiates 
in both capacities, has received a construction by 
one of the Circuit courts which defeats the purpose 
that congress seems to have had in view, and re- 
quires amendment, if it be intended that the surplus 
of fees beyond the given amount shall belong to the 
treasury. 

Considerable expense might be saved by a modi- 
fication of theact of June 12, 1840, which would al- 
low the consolidation of two or more surveying dis- 
tricts, whenever the remaining surveys therein 
could, in the opinion of the department, be com- 
pleted under the surveyor general of one of them, 
and by authorizing the discontinuance of land offices 
whenever their expenses exceed twenty per cent. of 
the annual amount of sales, and annexing the Jands 
unsold to some other office. 

The acts making permanent and indefinite appro- 
priations might, with great propriety, be revised 
with a view of ascertaining whether justice to the 
country, as well as economy, does not require the 
repeal of some of them, or at least a limitation of 
the time for which they shall remain, or of that in 
which applications shall be made and the proofs com- 





pleted. The expenses charged upon the judiciary 
fund call for examiration and regulation, and will 
be the subject of a special report. 

Secondly. It becomes the duty of the undersigned 
to examine the remaining question presented, whe- 
ther any and what provisions can be. made to meet 
the contemplated deficiencies, or such portion of them 
as may exist after the reductions which congress 
may direct. The alternatives which suggest them- 
selves are, direct taxation, an augmentation of the 
proceeds of the sales of public Jands, the increase of 
existing duties on imports, and the imposition of du- 
ties upon articles now free. 

It is presumed that direct taxation of real or per- 
sonal property would not Le attempted until all other 
resources have failed. ‘The undersigned has there- 
fore nothing to suggest on this subject. 

It is not believed that any modification of the land 
laws can be made by which any permanent increase 
of revenue from the public domain can be secured. 
Some temporary accession might be obtained by re- 
ducing the price of Jand offered for sale, but it would 
be with the hazard, if not certainty, of destroying a 
rich fountain, whose regular and steady stream is 
kept up by maintaining a moderate price adapted to 
the circumstances of our fellow citizens and yet not 
inviting speculative investments. Our ultimate re- 
source, then, must be the duties on imports. And 
when it is considered how large a portion of the ex. 
penditures of the government is caused by our light- 
houses, by our foreign intercourse, by our navy and 
other means to protect and extend our commerce 
with foreign nations; and with how much more 
equality and equity a tax upon the importation of fo- 
reign merchandise operates upon all classes than any 
other mode of raising revenue, with how much more 
ease it is coliected, and how it entirely avoids all 
collision with the state sovereignties respecting the 
subjects of taxation, this mode of supplying the 
wants of the government will commend itself to fa- 
vorable consideration. 


Sufficient information has not yet been obtained 
respecting the practical operation of the act of 26th 
August 1842, establishing the existing rates of duties 
on foreign importations, to authorize an accurate 
opinion of the probable results of its different provi- 
sions. The commercial statistical statement requir- 
ed by law, embracing the returns from the 30th of 
September, 1842, to the 30th June, 1843, i3 in course 
of preparation by all the force that can be applied to 
it, and it is hoped will be laid before the two houses 
of congress in the course of the ensuing month. As 
it will embrace the first nine months during which 
the present tariff has been in operation, it will pro- 
bably contain the desired information. But the un- 
dersigned feels bound to say, that, from the exami- 
nation of reports he has caused to be made from the 
principal ports, and from a general view of our com- 
mere after the best consideration which he could give 
to the subject, he has not been able to discover any 
of the existing duties which can be increased with 
any reasonable prospect of augmenting the revenue. 
The danger from this source is, that articles upon 
which high duties are levied willeither be clandes- 
tinely introduced or not imported atall. Itis believ- 
ed that to the great vigilance which has prevailed 
during the past season along the coast and on our ex- 
tended iniand frontier, it is 1s mainly owing that the 
fraudulent importations which had veen anticipated 
by some have been prevented. The temptation, how- 
ever, should not be carried so for that success in one 
enterprise will remunerate for the losses in several 
failures. 

On the other hand, looking at the subject exclu- 
sively in its bearings upon the revenue, the under- 
signed is not prepared to specify any very important 
rates of duty that will bear reduetion unless the defi- 
cinency be supplied by duties upon other articles.— 
Those levied on glass, particular kinds of iron, coal, 
and sugar, are considered by many too high for reve- 
nue purposes. Should the statistical information be- 
fore referred to, exhibit such a result in respect to 
these or any other articles, they will doubtless arrest 
the attention of congress. 

Assuming what will probably be found to be the 
case, that no essential improvement of the revenue 
is hikely to be effected, at least for the present, by an 
increase of the duties already existing or by a reduc- 
tion of them, it becomes necessary to inquire whether 
any articles now free of duty can with propriety be 
subjected to a moderate impost, and whether there 
are any other means of providing for the anticipated 
deficiency. 

The articles now free of duty, which present them- 
selves most prominently as subjects for impost, are 
teas and coffee. In the last annual report from this 
department this source of revenue was indicated. — 
The necessity of resorting to it isas apparant and 
more urgent now than it was then. The opinions of 





importers of these articles, of merchants and officers 
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of the customs in various parts of the United States, 
as communicated to this department in pursuance of 
its request, are unanimously and decidedly in favor 
of such duties as “‘more equal and less burdensome 
than any other mode by which the some amount 
could be collected.” From the organization of the 
government in the year 1832, duties were laid upon 
these articles. In that year they were repealed in 
pursuance of the recommendation of the president, 
which was made, as he stated, in consequence of the 
national debt being extinguished, and the revenue , 
being abundant for the public service. The reason) 
for that policy having ceased, and additional revenue | 


being indispensable to the most economical administra- | 
tion of the government, it cannot be doubted that our | 
fellow-citizens will acquiesce in the necessity which | 
requires such an impost as cheerfully as in any other | 
burdens which they are called to bear for the security | 
and protection of themselves, their property, their | 
rights, and liberties. 

Notwithstanding the opinions of some, 1 cannot, 
_doubt that the price of these articles would be en-| 
hanced to the consumer to some extent by the impo- | 
sition of duties. But it may be questioned whether | 
this effect would not be temporary. Coffee is raised | 
in various countries, and the amount produced has | 
increased of late years rapidly. Should the compe- 
tition between those countries be or become so active | 
as toenable us to chvose the source of supply, the | 
duty may fall upon the producer. In respect to teas, 
the opening of the China trade, and the exchange for 
them of our coarse cotton fabrics, instead of specie as 
heretofore, will enable us to obtain larger supplies, 
and at cheaper rates. But, whatever may be the in- 
crease of price to the consumer, and whether it be 
permanent or temporary, it would be fairly distri- 
buted among the whole community, for nearly all 
are consumers; and by a proper adjustment of the 
rates, it would fail chiefly upon those who used teas | 
of the most expensive kind. Hence a specific duty in 
reference to cost would be most advisable. 

In order to exclude a spurious article which has 
sometimes forced its way among us it would be ex- 
pedient to fix a minimum value at sixteen or twenty 
cents per pound. A duty of five cents per pound on 
all teas costing twenty five cents or under, of seven | 
cents upon those costing from twenty five to thirty- 
five cents, and thus advancing the duty according to 
the cost would afford the most certain and practica- 
ble mode of collection, while it would be the least 
burdensome. With respect to coffee, it is represent- 
ed that the difference in value between the various de- 
scriptions in use among us 1s notsuch as to render an 
ad valorem necessary or expedient. A moderate spe- 
cific duty of two cents per pound, when brought from 
the country of its growth, in Asia, Africa, or Amer- | 
ica, and three cents per pound when imported from 
Europe, it is believed would be fair and moderate,— 
Such aduty may be estimated to produce at least two 
millions five hundred thousand dollars. From a duty 
on teas, graduated as above suggested, we may ex- 
pect to realize about one million five hundred thous- 
and dollars. Much, however, will depend upon the 
terms of our trade with China. [t cannot be suppos 
ed that duties to the amount offour millions, distrib- 
uted among nearly eighteen millions of persons, 
would be seriously felt by any, even assuming that 
the consumers would exclusively bear the burden. 
and that it would not be divided between them and 
the producers. 

Among the means of improving the revenue, the 
duties on tonnage and light-money, heretofore collect- 
ed, have received consideration. I[n 183] these du- 
ties were repealed, except as to the vessels of those 
countries that impose duties on goods and tonnage, 
discriminating between their own vessels and ours. 
In respect to those nations, counter discriminating 
duties on our part still remain. They vary in amount, 
but their annual produce, on an average of the last 
twelve years, is aboutsixty thousand dollars, although 
for the Jast year it was less than thirty thousand dol- 
lars. IJtis respectfully submitted whether it would 
not be expedient to direct that this duty, as collected, 
should be applied to the relief of sick and disabled 
seamen, in aid of the hospital fund? Although this 
@mount would not furnish an adequate provision for 
this meritorious class of citizens, yet, in connexion 
with other provisions hereinafter suggested, it would, 
toa great extent, relieve congress from the appropria- 
tions ordinarily made to supply the deficiency in that 
fund. The advantage of such an arrangement would 
be to avoid the distressing contingency of an inability 
to meet the cases of suffering that occur after the 
fund is exhausted and previous to an appropriation. 


Considering the disadvantages under which our 
navigation now suffers from various causes, the un- 
dersigned is not disposed to recommend the restora- 
tion of the general tonnage duty. But it is deemed 
worthy of consideration whether the vessels enjoying 
the benefits of our very expensive light-house estab- 
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/sons would be so advantageous to our own citizens 


| ported. 


| just and judicious principle of retaining a much lar- 


| this transit charge and these duties, rather than the 
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lishment ought not in justice to contribute to its 
maintenance? The light duty was repealed at the 
same time with the general tonnage duty, and it is 
believed for the same reason, the abundance of re- 
venue then existing. That-reason has ceased to ex- 
ist. Our revenue is not adequate to the ordinary 
expenses of the government. A duty of six cents 
per ton on all vessels engaged in the foreign trade, to 
be paid upon each entry into our ports, except that 
no more than one duty shall be required for any one 
month, and a like duty annually upon vessels engag- 
ed in the coasting trade and fisheries, would produce 
on the present tonnage about two hundred and thirty 
thousand dollars, less than one-half of the average 
annual expense of the light-houses. The annual du- 
ty would be so light as scarcely to be felt, and if 
other suggestions contained in this report, by which 
the interests of our navigation may be promoted, 
should receive favorable consideration, they will be 
more than remunerated for the amount of duty now 





proposed. 

It is worthy of consideration whether the revenue | 
might not be improved and the navigation of the 
country augmented by the imposition of a transit du- 
ty upon imported merchandise on its passage from 
one of our ports to the dominions of a foreign state 
immediately adjoining the United States. By the 
existing law no drawback whatever is allowed in 
such cases, except to foreign places to the southward 
or westward of Louisiana. The facility afforded by 
the improvements of our interior communications 
and by the application of steam for the rapid and 
safe transmission of goods from our own seaports to 
the British dominions, together with the early closing 
of the ports of the latter by ice, and the late periods at 
which they open, would ordinarily induce a prefer- 
ence to that mode of supply, and at particular sea- 


as tosecure avery large portion of this carrying 
trade, besides giving additional employment to our 
ships. The policy which has in effect prohibited 
this trade, doubtless arose from the apprehension 
that it might afford opportunities for the illicit re-| 
introduetion into this country of the goods thus ex- 





deduction of one per cent, was refunded on its re- 
exportation. 


It is submitted whether the introduction of the 


ger per centage of the amount of drawback and the 
imposition of duties in the colonial ports, have not 
changed to a great extent the ground of this policy. 
It is not perceived what motive of interest can exist 
tosmuggle into this country goods which have paid 


merchandise which under existing laws may be re- 
exporied to Halifax, and carried from thence into 
the same dominions. Whatever apprehensions may 
exist on this point, it is not doubted that they may 
be removed by adequate guards. Among these may 
be suggested the designation of the ports from which 
only the re-exportation might be permitted, and the 
production of official evidence that the same goods 
had been received, entered, and paid duties in the 
adjacent British dominions to which they were re- 
exported. It cannot bedoubted that such a measure 
would tend greatly to the increase of our tonnage, 
and restore to our own ships a trade of which our 
policy has, to a great extent, deprived them. 

In the last annual report from this‘department the 
attention of conzress was invited to the warehouse 
system, and various communications from custom- 
house officers and intelligent merchants were submit- 
ted. It is certainly worthy of inquiry whether the 
time during which imporied goods are permitted to 


remain in the charge of custom house officers may |! 


not be extended so as to relieve the importers froin | 
the advance of the duties which they are now oblig- 
ed to make before the amount is realized by sales of 
the goods. The frequency of the communications 
between our shores and those of Great Britain, and 
their surprising regularity, have doubtless mitigated 
the burthen of these advances upon our own citizens, 
as the goods to be imported from that country are in 
effect warehoused there, and are shipped according 
to the supposed demands of the market. But it may 
be well to enquire whether this mitigation is not in 
fact destructive of that portion of the importing bu- 
siness of our own citizens upon whick. it operates, 
by transferring it to those upon whom the burthen 
falls lightly, if atall. Possessing large capitals, and 
able to command money at much lower rates of in- 
terest than our own citizens, British merchants can 
better afford to keep large stocks on hand, or to 2d- 
vance the duties upon such as they send tous. The 
sume advantages in their favor exist also in respect 
to merchandise imported from the continent and 


It was adopted ata time when the whole, 
amount of duties collected on merchandise, with aj 








other parts of the world. In the absence of regular 
and speedy communications, the stocks of this de-| 





————~ 


scription must be ordinarily large, and the advance 
of duties upon them must absorb capital and causea 
very serious mroad upon the profits of business. It 
is represented that the importing trade is now chiefly 
in the hands of the agents of foreign houses. Inde- 
pendent of other considerations which will suggest 
themselves, the consequences to our navigation, to 
the building of ships, and to the employment of our 
own seamen, of giving to subjects of other countries 
the selection of the means of conducting commerce 
with us, may be very serious. And it will not escape 
intelligent legislators to inquire how far it is intrin- 
sically just todemand of one class of our Citizens 
the advance to the government of a portion of their 
capital, while it is not required from any cther class. 
The importers are in fact the collectors of the du- 
ties for the government, and it would seem that ve- 
ry cogent reasons of public policy should exist to 
compel them to pay over before they had collected. 


The general opinion to be derived from the cor- 
respondence communicated to congress in the report 
before mentioned is, that the revenue from cus- 
toms would be augmented after the first year by the 
warehouse system, in consequence of the greater fa- 
cility that would be given to importations, and of a 
fair and increased competition, and consequently a 
probable reduction in prices; that fluctuations in the 
amount of imports would be prevented, and that our 
co nmercial murine would be increased by rendering 
this country the entrepot for merchandise destined 
to other markets. In these views Iam inclined to 
repose great confilence. The better opinion would’ 
seem to be, however, that the system of warehousing 
should be restricted to prominent articles of consi- 
derable bulk, and paying high specific duties, such 
as wines, liquors, sugar, molasses, iron, &c. Douht- 
less, the effect would be to postpone the collection of 
that portion of the duties which would accrue on the 
warehoused articles. This temporary effect must be 
met whenever the system shall be adopted, and it 
may as well be encountered now as at any other 
time. If the consequence would be, as anticipated, 
an augmentation of the revenue, it could net well 
happen too soon. The temporary deficit which might 
be created, could be provided for by an extension of 
the authority to borrow. 

The loan of seven millions, which has been pre- 
viously mentioned, was effected in pursuance of the 
act of March 3d, 1843. By thatact two modes of 
providing for the amount of treasury notes then out- 
standing were authorized—one, by a re-issue of 
notes; the other by a loan on a stock fer not more 
than ten years. The notes outstanding at the pas- 
sage of the act amounted to $11,656,387 45, of which 
more than eight millions fell due before the Ist of 
July, 1843, and the residue in the ensuing months — 
The hazard of a demand for money being created by 
any sudden revulsion, which might be produced by 
contingencies in other countries, or by causes over 
which we had no control, seemed to require that an 
amount eqnal to two-thirds of our annual Tevenue 
should not be left in a condition to be thrown upon 
the treasury, and thus absorb the means of carrying 
on the government. Nothing appeared to justify 
the belief that there would be such an extraordinary 
increase in our revenue for years to come as would 
be necessary to meet such a demand. It was there- 
fore deemed advisable to put beyond the reach of 
accident such a portion of this large outstanding debt 
as would relieve the department from any apprehen- 
sion of inconvenience or danger from the residue.— 
The great plerty of money, which might be tempo- 
rary, also invited to such a course, as at all events 
saving a considerable amount of interest. The state 
of things actually existing as contemplated by the 
third section of the act referred to, a loan was ac- 
cordingly made un ‘er the direction of the president 
of the United States, of seven millions of dollars, 
upon a ten years’ stock, bearing an interest of five 
per cent. per annum, payable semi-annually, at the 
rate of one hundred and one dollars and one cent for 
every hundred dollars of stock, for nearly the whole; 
a small portion having been taken on terms still more 
favorable. The persons fo whom and the térms on 
which the stock was awarded, and the names and 
proposals of those whose offers were not accepted, 
are givenin a statement (marked E.) accompany- 
ing this report. 1 

By the funds thus provided treasury notes bearing 
six per cent. interest to the amount of seven millions 
have been redeemed. There then remained of the 
outstanding notes $4,656,337 45. These notes also 
bore an interest of six per cent., which was consi- 
derably above the value of money. It seemed a very 
obvious duty to exercise the authority given by the 
first section of the act of 1843—of issuing other notes, 
in such form and on such terms as would promote the 
convenience of the treasury and avoid the dangers 
and expense of remitting coin to the public agents 
for disbursement, and at the same time save to the 
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country the greatest amount of interest. The cer- 
tain prospect of the condition of the treasury, which’ 
| as been exhibited in this report, admonished to this 
course, independent of all other considerations — 
Notwithstanding all interest had ceased upon more 
than two millions of the outstanding treasury notes 
in consequence of the notice given of a readiness to 
redeem the whole amount, yet it was perceived 
that they were not presented for redemption, 
but were retained by the people for the purpose of 
remittance in the transaction of their business. This 
fact indicated that the whole amount could probably 
be re-issued, as the outstanding notes should be re- 
deemed, in others of a Jow denomination, without 
any, or at a nominal interest; and that they would be 
received with avidity by the public creditors, if made 
convertible into coin on demand. 

In this state of things, and for these reasons, it was 
determined, with the sanction of the president, to 
ssue notes of the denomination of fifty dollars, with 
interest at the rate of one mill per annum upon one 
hundred dollars, and to exercise the authority given 
by the eighth section of the act of 1837 by purchasing 
these notes at par, whenever presented for that pur- 


pose, at the depositories of the treasury in the city 


of New York, where two-thirds of our revenue and 
means are collected and deposited, and to give notice 
of such determination by an endorsement upon the 
notes. It was doubted whether the bonds required by 
Jaw to be given by collectors, or any other officers, 
would extend to a responsibility for funds that might 
be placed in their hands to make such purchases; and 


hence it was deemed impracticable to employ them | 
for that purpose, if it had otherwise been considered | ed how such a result affords ground for objection to} exceeds the 


expedient. 
The notes are made payable in one year, rather in 





stitution have given their sanction to the existence of 
this power in the fourm of bills of credit or treasury 
notes. 

Well founded objections exist to borrowing with- 
out an urgent necessity, inthe form either of per- 
manent loans, or those of a temporary character.— 





That necessity must also influence the terms and 
| conditions of either mode. The former, by putting 
‘off the day of payment to ‘‘a more convenient sea- 
son,’? removes the most effectual check to prodigali- 
ty, and offers a temptation of difficult resistance.— 
It has accordingly proved the bane of all govern- 
ments. ‘The policy of the treasury note system 
seems to have been devised to guard against this evil, 
by bringing the day of payment close upon that of 
expenditure. and it would seem thatthe more imme- 
| diate the liability to pay, the more would that policy 
/ be promoted. A postponement even for a year in- 
i vites to profusion, and no check can be so effectual 
as instant responsibility. Every loan thus made di- 
rectly from the people, is in fact made, not in consi- 
deration of the interest agreed to be paid by the go- 
vernment, but literally and solely upon ‘the credit of, 
the United States.” 

If, after such notes have answered the purpose of 
| government in promoting convenience, security, and 
“economy in the public disbursements, they should, in 
consequence of their uniform value, be kept in cir- 
| culation to any considerable extent by our fellow 

citizens for their own convenience in maintaining 
| internal trade and keeping down the fluctuations of 
|exchange between different parts of the country, 
arising froma disordered currency, it is not perceiv- 





| a system constitutional in itself, and adopted for le- 
| gitimate and constitutional objects. It is submitted 





of four millions five hundred thousand dollars, of 
such portion of it as it may he found expedient to 
meet in this manner. By this an increase of the 
permanent public debt may be avoided, and any 
reduction of expenditures or increase of revenue 
that may take place will enable the department 
to redeem a portion of this floating debt. For 
this reason, if for no other, it is advisable that this 
portion of our debt should be kept in such a condition 
that it may be redeemed at pleasure. Should the dis- 
cretion as to the rate of interest on the treasury notes 
to be issued be abrogated, or should the authority 
to purchase them on presentation be withheld, which 
would be equivalent to a direction that interest shall 
be paid at all events, then it will be necessary to add 
to the estimated deficiency for the service of the next 
fiscal year at least four hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars. 

There are some subjects to which it seems a duty 
to invite the attention of congress, before closing this 
report. 

To prevent illegal importations on our southwestern 
frontier, as well as to afford the proper facilities to 
traders who may wish to bring merchandize in that 
direction, it would be advisable that a port of entry 
should be established in that quarter. The town of 
Independence, in Missouri, has been suggested as a 
good position. 


By the existing law an appeal to the Supreme 
Court cannot be made from the decision of a Circuit 
court in cases involving the amount of duty that may 
| be levied on imported merchandize, because the 

amount in controversy in the particular case never 

preseribed limit. The courtesy of the 
| judges sometimes induces them to disagree in form, 
|in order to obtain the opinion of the Supreme Court. 





conformity to the construction heretofore given to| that the government is responsible only for the use | But it frequently happens that only one judge holds 
the act of 1837 than from a conviction of its being | Which it makes of the power to incur a debt, and not) the court, and it would seem that the government 
required by that act. The objectof the second sec- | for the use or abuse by the people of the evidences) gught not to be indebted to the courtesy of any officer 


tion seems to prevent thera from running or bearing 
interest longer than a year. It is silent respecting 
any shorter period, apparently with the view of leav- 
ing some discretion. The notice that they will be 
purchased is endorsed on them, distinct from the body 
of the notes, so that, if anv extraordinary emergen- 


ey should occur to produce any difficulty in their | 
purchase, or fur any other reason it should be deem. | 


ed expedient, the endersement may be omitted, and 


the notes permitted to circulate without interest, or | 


they may be altered to specify arate. They are not 
only receivable for all public dues, but may be ex- 
changed for specie at par, at the custom-houses and 
Jand offices, to the amount of one half the coin they 
may respectfully have on hand. Less than two hun- 
dred and seventy thousand dollars of the new notes 
have been issued. 

The etiort had been made by a former secretary to 
substitute notes with nominal rates of interest, and 
also notes with the low rate of two per cent. but it 
had not succeeded in consequence of their not being 
convertible into coin on demand. For, as the present 
value of a postnote is diminished in exact proportion 
to the time it has to run before maturity, a discount 
upon itcan only be prevented by allowing interest 
equivalent to that ime. ‘The question of converti- 
bility, therefore, was in truth a question whether in- 
terest should or should not be saved, as the permit- 
ting the notes to be at a discount was not to be to- 
Jerated. 

No apprehension was or is entertained of the per- 
fect ability of the department to purchase all that 
may be presented for the purpose. 
always must be a surplus in the treasury beyond the 
immediate calls upon it. This, with a revenue more 


than three times the amount of the notes constantly | 
accruing, would be adequate, as its place could | 


always be supplied with other notes, with or without 


interest, as circumstances required, with which a! 


portion of the public expenditures could be made. 
In the possible event of a large accumulation, trea- 
sury notes bearing such interest as would ensure 
loans, not exceeding the prescribed rate, or a resort 
to the authority to issue a stock, would eitner of them 
be sufficient to provide the necessary funds to meet 
such accumulation. 

The exigencies of the treasury demanded that the 
effort should be made torelieve it from such a weight 





of interest, especially as it would not preclude a re- | 


turn to the system which invites banks to hoard trea- 


There is and) 


'of that debt which it may issue. Their application 


proof that they are wanted for that purpose, and 
' that ‘‘the credit of the United States’ has taken the 
| place of local, chartered, or state credit. Those 
| who object to such a consequence in the present state 
of our finances, which require a Joan in some form, 
must, however, choose between the evils of that re- 
sult, if they are evils, and the perils of a permanent 
national debt, which must either be created directly, 
or must follow at no remote period, and take up se- 
curities which may be issued in the form of a pro- 
tracted promise to pay. For in this, as in other 
cases, we are not allowed the use of means entirely 
free from objection, but are compelled to select be- 
tween different modes that which is the least objec- 
tionable. 








; 
‘ 


At all events, the small amount of convertible 
treasury notes that may he issued under existing 
laws (less than one-third of the annual receipts, and 


tures) cannot create any very dangerous ‘‘paper cur- 
rency.” And it is supposed that the objections re- 
ferred to are not so much to the issue of such an 
amount as a temporary expedient, but are founded 
rather upon an apprehension that these notes will be 
so useful to the government and so beneficial to the 





people that their issue may hereafter be carried to} 


|excess. [tis a fair question whether the danger of 
| excess in this mode of borrowing money is equal to 
that arising from loans upon deferred times of pay- 
; ment? 
ought not to be distrusted in either case, yet it is 
worthy of observation that the mode which requires 
' immediate liability to pay, furnishes a guard in itself 
against abuse by the instant and infallible check 
which it furnishes upon issues beyond the means of 
converting into coin. 





_ vided for. 

By raising of light money, by a duty on articles 
now free, particularly tea and coffee, and by the 
_other means suggested in this report, an addition may 
_be made to the revenue of between four and five 
millions ofdotlars. Estimating this at four millions five 


by the community to the purpose mentioned, is a! 


less than one-fourth of the annual public expendi- | 


While the wisdom and firmness of congress | 


A brief synopsis of the foregoing statements and | 
suggestions in relation to the deficiency of means to | 
meet the ordinary expenses of government during | 
the current and the next fiscal year may be useful.— | 
By extending the loan which becomes due Ist Janu- | 
ary, 1845, its amount ($5,672,976 83) may be pro-| 


| for the opportunity of correcting what may be an er- 
| roneous construction of its revenue laws. The prin- 
| ciple which prescribes a limitation of the value of 
| the subject in controversy in civil suits to entitle a 
| party to an appeal, is believed not to be applicable 
| to questions of revenue, when the decision of a par- 
| ticular case may and often does involve hundreds of 
| thousands of dollars; and it is submitted that in ail 
| such cases the U. States should have the right of ap- 
| peal, of course, but that the costs consequent upon 
}such a proceeding should not in any event be charged 
upon the opposite party. 

A practice has prevailed of allowing the compen- 
sation of clerks employed in the custom houses to be 
paid out of the revenue, in cases where the fees 
were not deemed adequate to obtain the necessary 
number. Believing this practice unwarranted by law, 
and being confirmed in that view by the opinion of the 
altorney general, it has been abolished. There are 
| probably cases, however, where legislative provision 
| will be necessary to procure the proper assistauce to 
| the collectors and naval officers. 

The provision for the relief of sick and disabled 
seamen is, and for years has been, wholly inadequate 
to its purpose. Seamen, being from their pursuits 
usually unable toshare in the general provision for 
| the destitute, and having contributed to this fund 
what the law demands, clan its benefits without 
knowing and referring to its amount, or to the legal 
restraints upon those charged with ifs administia- 
tion. All efforts to prevent the expenditure exceed- 
ing the means provided have heretofore been unavail- 
ing. and there is constantly a balance against the 
fund, which is supplied by appropriations from the 
treasury. ‘To increase the amount demanded from 
them would be odious, if not onerous. By the act 
of March 1, 1843, the laws requiring contributions 
to this fund are extended to the owners of registered 
vessels. It is submitted whether this principle might 
not with great propriety be still further extended to 
the owners of all vessels, in the form of eitner 
monthly or yearly contributions, graduated by the 
tonnage of the vessel. This provision, with that al- 
ready suggested of appropriating to the same purpose 
the discriminating tonnage duty, would probably fur- 
'nish the relief which humanity as well as policy dic- 
| tales should be extended to a class of men provenly- 
jally improvident, but yet identified with the power 
| and property of the country. 
| The condition of the marine preventive service 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


sury notes, by allowing them an interest, while. they | hundred thousand dollars, there will be left to be pro-| against smuggling has been materiaily improved, 
borrow of the community without interest to the, vided for four millions five hundred thousand dollars, | while a wholesome economy has been preserved. It 


extent of their circulation. 
The authority given by the constitution to “bor- 
row money on tie credit of the United States,” in 


jand the outstanding treasury notes amounting to a 
| littie more than four millionssix hundred thousand 
| dollars. These twoLitem+samounting in the whole to 


will be the subject of a special report. 
The light-house establishment will also be the 
subject of a future communication to congress: Re- 


its terms comprehends cvery form of loan which | nine millions-eme hundred thousand dollars, might be! ports from the commissioner of the land office, aad 


congress may think proper to prescribe; and it is not 
easy to perceive how this express and unqualified 
grant of power can be limited or curtailed. Cer- 
tain itis, that the most distinguished among those 
who contended for a strict construction of the cort 





1843, (providing for the reissue of treasury nOtes, 
Lwith a contingent authority to fund into a stack, ) 
which is limited to the Ist of July, 1844, and by ex- 
tending it so as ro include the anticipate! defeiency 


4 





supplied by a continuation of the act of Mareh 3, | 


from th citorof the treasury, respecting suits and 
prosecutions in behaifof the government, will also be 
submitted. Base 

It affords great-¢leasure-to state there has-been no 
| delingueney or default on the part of collectors ol the 
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customs, the receivers of public moneys, or any other contains seven garrisoned posts, viz: Fort Pickens, Che quartermaster general has charge of the 
officer or agent, charged with the receipt or deposite | near Pensacola, 116 officers and men: Fort Morgan, quartermaster’s department of the army, which em- 
of the public fands. The sums which collectors and | Mobile Bay, 106; Fort Pike, Petite Coquille, 52; Fort) braces quarters, transportation, clothing, &e. ‘The 
receivers are permitted to retain in their hands have | Wood, near New Orleans, 63; New Orleans Bar-, latter item has been added to his duties by the act of 
been limited to the very lowest amount the public! racks, 110; Baton Rouge Barracks 103; Fort Jessup, 23d August, 1842, which abolished the office of com- 
service would allow, while they have been required | Lousiana, 418; aggregate, 963. missary general of purchases. | 
to deposite the surplus immediately in the institutions | The 21 military department, commanded by Bre-; The commissary general of subsistence has charge 
designated for that purpose. ' vet Brigadier General Taylor, embraces the couhtry | of the subsistence of the entire army, and the super- 
A rigid adherence to these regulations is main-| west of the Mississippi, north of Lonisiana and Tex-) vision and preparation for settlement of all accounts 
tained by means of a constant watchfulness of their as; and south of the 37ih degree of north latitude; | connected therewith. 
accounts. A list of the depositories selected by the | head quarters, Fort Smith. It contains four garri- The paymaster general has, as the title of his 
treasury accompanies this report. The terms on | soned posts, viz: Fort Smith 110 officers and men; office would indicate, the charge of paying the troops, 
which they are employed are the same as those set- Fort Gibson 388; Fort Towson ; Fort Washita and the supervision and preliminary settlement ofthe 
tled in 1833 and promulgated in the circular of the aggregate. accounts of the paymasters of the army. 
secretary of the treasury on the 9th day of October, | The 3d military department, commanded by Bre-| ‘The surgeon general has charze of the medical 
in that year. A few of them merely receive the pub- | vet Major General Gaines, temporarily by Colonel department of the army, ineluding hospitals, hospi- 
hic moneys in special deposite. [It is but an act of Kearney, dragoons,) embraces the state of Missouri, | tal stores, medicines, and the surgeons and assistant 
justice to say that they have faithfully fulfilled all, (above the 37th degree of porth latitude,) [linois, ; surgeons of the army. 
their engagements, have transferred the funds as re- | Jowa, that part of Wiskonsin Territory west of the! The engineer bureau, in charge of the colonel of 
quired withont expense to the government, and have 13th degree of longitude west of Washington, and. that corps, has the care and supervision of the 
promptly met all drafts upon them. ny the Indian country north and west of the lines indi- erection and repair ot fortiiications, and the milita- 
I am unwilling to omit the opportunity of inviting | cated. It contains seven garrisoned posts, viz: Fort ry academy. 
the attention of congress to the multitude and fre- Scott, on the Marmiton, near the southwest bounda- | The topographical bureau, under charge of the co- 
quency of oaths prescribed in our system of collect-|ry of Missouri, 195 officers and men; Fort Leaven- | lonel of that corps, his charge of all the the milita- 
ing the revenue. A custom house oath has become | worth, three hundred miles above St. Louis. 331 offi-| ry and civil surveys under the department, military 
a by-word to describe an unmeaning ceremony, and cers and men; Jefferson Barracks, near St. Louis, | reconnoisances, the construction of all civil works, 
it is doubted whether it is felt a~ imposing an obliga- | 956; Fort Des Moines, on the river of that name, | roads, and harbor improvements. . 
tion equal to that of a simple affirmation. It is not. 107; Fort Atkinson, on Turkey river, lowa, west of | The orcnan e bureau has charge of that branch 
perceived why the same penalties may not be in-, Prairie du Chien, 102; Fort Crawford, Prairie du | of the service relating to arms, equipments, and mu- 
flicted for the wilful falsehood of a declaration in; Chien, 201; Fort Snelling, Falls of St. Anthony, ; nitions of war. ‘To it has also been confided the 
writing which might be substituted in most cases for | 195; aggregate 2,137. i charge of our mineral lands. 





the irreverent invocation of the Supreme Being.! The 4th military department, commanded by Bre-| The pension bureau is in charge of the commis- 
A bare allision to the subject, it 1s hoped; will be vet Brigadier General Brady, head quarters, De-| sioner of pensions; who, under the direction of the 
sufficient to induce that consideration of it to which. troit, embraces the states of Indiana, Ohio, and Mi-) secretary of war, executes the dutios of examining 


it may be entitled. Respectfully, 
JOHN C. SPENCER, 


chigan; the part of Wiskonsin Territory not inelud- | and deciding on claims for pensions under the seve- 
ed in the 3d department, and the Indian country | ral acts of congress, granting allowances to officers 


Secretary of the treasury. |jnorth. It contains five garrison posts, viz: Fort and soldiers of the revolutionary war, and their wi- 

To the Hon. Wuule P. Mancen, President of the W innebego, Wiskonsin Territory, at the portage, 57 dow $, aS well aS lo invalids, rendered so in the mili- 
sendin , officers and men; Fort Brady, Sault de St. Marie, | tary service of the United States. 

74; Fort Mackinac, 135; Fort Gratiot, Michizan,; The commissioner of Indian affairs has, as the ti- 








— —=—=— . = 112; Detroit Barracks, 312; aggregate 690. tle indicates, charge of the multifarious relations sub- 
REPORT OF TILE SECRETARY OF WAR. The 5th military department, commanded by Bri- sisting between the United States and the various 
Dp inst bes - gadier General Wool, head quarters at Troy, em- | Indian tribes. 
War Department, Nov. 30, 1843. braces the statesof Pennsylvania, New York, Ver-| By the act of the 23d of August, 1842, very con- 
mm: 1 beg leave to submit the annual report of ont, New Jersey, Connecticut and Rhode Island. 
the department of war: It contains 12 garrisoned posts, viz: Buffalo Bar- 
The accompanying documents, marked respec- racks, 231 officers and men; Fort Niagara, near 
tively from 1 to IQ-inclusive, contain the detailed Youngstown, 53; Fort Ontario, near Oswego, 61; 
statements furvished by the commanding major ge- Madison Barracks, near Sacketts Harbor, 162; 
neral and the several bureaus of the department of Plattsburg Barracks, 80; Fort Adams, near New- 
war, of the business under their respective and im- , POF, 202; Fort Pramball, near New London, 69; 
mediate charge, and their views in relation to the Fort Columbus, 357; Forts Lafayette 62, and Hamil- 
same. ton ]29,in New York harbor; Fort Mifflin, near 
The regular army consists of 716 commissioned Philadelphia, 70: Carlisie Barracks, 67; aggregate, 
officers, 17 military storekeepers, and 7,590 enlisted 1 ,o34. be 'geons to be discharged within one month after its 
men, (non-commissioned officers, artificers, musi- Phe 6th military department, commanded by co- passage, but gave no such directions as to the dis- 
cians and privates, af dragoons, artillery, infantry, lonel Crane, Ist artillery, head quarters at Ports- | charge of one inspector general, and consequently 
and riflemen,) 40 sergeants, and 350 enlisted men, of mouth, New Hampshire, embraces the states of both are yet retained in service; and the appro- 
ordnance. making an aggregate of 8,613, organized Massachusetis, New Hampshire, and Maine. It, priation acts for the Jastand preseat years provided 
as follows: ind . contains four garrisoned posts, viz: Hancock Bar- means for the payment of the compensation allowed 
General and staff officers. One major general, racks, at Houlton, Maine, 272 officers and men: Fort) by law. It is respectfully recommended that,so much 
two brigadier generals, one adjutant general; six as- Sullivan, Mastport, 62; Fort Preble, near Portland,| of the 4th section of the act of 23d August, 1842, 
sistant adjutants general; two inspectors general; 69; Fort Constitution, near Portsmoth, 65, aggre-| entitled an ‘Act respecting the organization of the 
one quartermaster general; two deputy quartermas- gate, 468. i army. and for other purposes,” as abolishes the office 
ters general; four qtartermasters, and’ twenty-eight’ he 7th military department, commanded by co-| of one inspector general, be repealed. The services 
assistant quartermasiers; one commissary general, lonel Walbach, 4th artillery, head quarters, Fort) of the two valuable and experienced officers filling 
one assistant commissary general, and six counmissa- Monroe, Virginia, embraces the states of Delaware, ! those stations are deemed essential to the well being 
ries of subsistence. oe Maryland, and Virginia. It contains three garrison-| of the armv. 
Medical department. One surgeon general, tsven-| ed posts, viz: Fort McHenry, neat Baltimore, 123; The first section of the same act converted the 2d 
ty surgeons and fifty assistant surgeons. ollicers and men; Fort Severn, Annapolis, 58; and | regiment of dragoons, after the 4th of March last, 
Pay depariment. Oue paymaster general, and fif- Fert Monroe, Virginia, 420; aggregate, 601. into a regiment of riflemen. The regiment has ac- 
teen paymasters. Phe Sth military department, commanded by Bre- cordingly been dismounted, and the horses sold. It 
Corps of engineers. One colonel, two lieutenant | Vet Brigadier Gen. Armistead, head quarters, Fort | js respectfully recommended that this provision of 
colonels, four majors, twelve captains, twelve first Moultrie, Charleston Harbor, embraces the states of i that law be repealed, and the said regiment be re- 


- 
4 


siderable reductions were made in the army. The 
reductions provided for by that act are being carried 
out according to its provisions, aud the expirations of 
ithe terms of enlistments, discharges, and deaths will 
soon reduce the army below the number authorized 
by law, so a3 to require enlistments of recruits to 
keep up the number. That law abolished the office 
of one inspector general, three paymasters, two sur- 
geons, and two assistant surgeons, and directed that 
“number of paymasters, surgeons, and assistant sur- 


‘ baa Db 


lieutenants, and fifteen second lieutenants. | North and South Carolina, and Georgia. It con- | mounted, and continued as the 2d regiment of dra- 
. . . j ‘ —_ e ae rE cfe > eee Y - ~ ~ > Y. . rye’ . ‘7° . 
Corps ot topographical engineers. One colonel, tains frve garrisoned posts, viz: Fort Johnston, Smith- | goons. ‘This can be efleeted ata very moderate ex- 


one lieutenant colonel, four majors, ten captains, ten | ville, N. Carolina, 64 officers and men; Fort Macon, | pense—an advance of perhaps twenty per cent on 
first lheutenants, and twelve second lieutenants. inear Beaufort, North Carolina, 65; Fort Mouttrie, | the amount for which the old horses were sold will 
Ordnance corps. One colonel, one lieutenant co- | Charleston Harbor, 226; stution near Augusta Arse-| furnish them with new and better horses. Their uni- 
lonel, four majors, ten captains, six first lieutenants, | nal, Georgia, 96; Ozlethorpe Barracks, Savannah,| form has not been changed, in consequence of the 
and eleven second fieutenants. Georgia, 107; aggregate, old. quantity of dragoon clothing on hand, and a hope that 
One reginent of dragoons, containing ten compa- | Phe 9th tnilitary department, commanded by Bre- | the result now recommended might be consummated. 
nies of iifiy privates each. Four regiments of artil- ivet Brigadier General W orth, head quarters, St. | The extended frontier on our entire west is subject 
lery, each containing ten compames of forty-two | Augustine, embraces Kastand Middle Florida. It) 
' 


é és to Indian incursions. Many of the tribes are mount- 
privates each: Kicht regiments of infantry, each | Contains three garrisoned posts, viz: Fort Marion, at 


(ed, and it is impossible either to overtake them, to 
. ° > ae P . : ~ j c >4} >» s)5 lie » } , ° Le y Q 5. : ae - = ‘ 
containing ten companies of forty-two privates: One | St. Augustine, 251 officers and men; Key West, 95; protect tie inhabitants, or repress the marauding ot 


e ° . Ty . ' , ar , "Pain ns: 2. ; 277 Lorrednr: > +*)* H | | | io» x i 
regiment of riflemen, of ten companies of fifty pri- Fort Brooke, Tampa Bay, 277. Aggregate, 623. | the savages by the small body of mounted soldiers 
vates each. Major General Stott has the immediate command | which would be stationed on that frontier or in the 


The present actual force of the army, according |of the army His head quariers for the convenience | Indian country, or brought to act against them. Ce- 
to the latest returns, is , being an ex- | of communication with the department, are at Wash-| lerity of movement is required, and it is of the ut- 
cess over the Jegal establisment of It is | ington. | most importance to the security of our citizens.— 
estimated that this excesswill disappear by the end! ‘The adjutant general is stationed at head quar- | This can, it ts beheved, alone be completely effected 
of the vear. ‘ters. He is charged with the duty of issuing and | ey dragoons, and the single regiment in service is not 

The United States are divided into nine military | dissemjnating general orders from the president, the | suflicient for the purpose. 
departments, commanded each by a general officer|department of war, and commanding general, af-| Some ‘urther provision ts believed to be necessary 
or colonrei. \feeting the army proper, and the various depart-j eflectually to prevent duelling between officers of the 

The #st military department, commanded by bre-| ments into_which it is distributed. He has also-army and cilizens—many of the officers who consti- 
vet Brigadier General Arbuckle, embraces West! ctarge of the records and military correspondence | tule the military courts holding that the provisions 
Fiorida, Aiadama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Tennes- lof the army, and the superintendence of the recruit- of the 25th, 26ih, and 27th sections of the rules and 
see, and Kentucky; head quarters, New Orleans. It! ing service, j articles of war have relation only to officers of the 
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army in disputes among themselves. The propriety attention due to the sick and infirm, a considerable 


of this construction is at least doubtful, but explicit reduction has been made hy the average cost of me-| 


legislation on the subject would put the matter be- dical supplies per man. 
yond doubt. The practice is a barbarons one, and With this report are svh 
should be suppressed in a civilized and Christian reports from the various y¥ 
country. To the credit of the army it must be said port of Professor Espy +} relation to observations 
that it has been almost if not entirely abolished as to’ the progress and coy fe of storms, &c., taken 
among the officers, and their gentlemanly and decor- at the same and other plac’. These furnish nume- 
ous conduct towards each other has prevented dis- rous important as well ;# curious facts in those 
putes and trials for alleged offences in an almost un- branches of science whict § when tested by further 
precedented degree. “observations, may lay t'@ foundation for definite 
The officers and men have been kept ina constont knowledge on subjects hea tofore little studied and 
state of employment, and there have been but few understood. . 
removals of troops from one post to another. The| The observations of the # urgeon general in rela- 
state of our relations with Great Britain has enabled ; tion to the use of casemates for quarters and hospi- 
the commanding general to withdraw from forts tals at permanent fortifice ions, (which subject is 
Fairfield and Kent, on the northeastern frontier, the | also adverted toin the quar ‘ermaster general's re- 
troops there stationed. Their positions were such as | port,) are respectfully submitted as showing the ex- 
to render subsistance very expensive, and to have istence of an evil which sound policy, as well as hu- 
kept them there would have involved the cost of manity, requires to be remedied. 
cutting a military road to those posts from Houlton, The report from the engineer bureau gives in de- 
at an enormous charge, and without any adequate | tail, a statement of the operations of that corps, as 
or corresponding benefit. 4 
change of some other troops stationed in the eastern its province as in relation to the military academy 
states, so as to bring the 2d regiment of artillery which by act of congress, is placed under its imme- 
more immediately under the command of its own diate care. The business of this department in the 
colonel. Several companies have been removed | construction of fortifications authorized by law, has 
from Florida to other posts, there being no appre- | progressed with spirit and efficiency, and the utmost 
hension of any danger in that region from Indians, | attention has been given to the work as well by the 
the number of warriors remaining being now reduced | commandant who has supervised and directed the 
to less than one hundred, and they evicing no hos- | whole, as by the several officers in charge of the re- 
tile disposition. | Spective works. This is manifested by tie progress 
The estimates for the army proper for the ensuing to completion of many of them, and the progress 
year, it will be perceived, fall $90,648 10-109 short | towards it in others within the past year. 
uf those of the last year, although it embraces $27,-| |The report of this department cannot well be con- 
364 70-100 for the expenses of recruiting, which was | densed or referred to in detail, but it is recommended 
not required last year in consequence of the reduc- | to attention as containing a very full and interesting 
tion of the army, and $9,420 for the three months’ | account of the state and condition of our works of 
pay allowed tothe men whose term of service will defence, the necessary repairs to be made in existing 
expire during the current year and may re-enlist. | works, and of the appropriations deemed necessary 
‘To the many valuable suggestions contained in the | cee It also contains recommendations for the 
report of the commissary general, attention is invi- | ose ase of the state works and sites on Staten Is- 
ted. From his known ability and experience, they | and, with a view to their reconstruction: the com- 
are entitled to the highest respect. The statement | Mencement of fortifications at Sandy Hook; at Sol- 
from the office of the adjutant general, accompany- | dl hig = ne Maryland; on the coast of Georgia; 
ing that report, give in miunte detail, the state and | between Mobile Bay and the Rigolets; on the ap- 








itted the meteorological 
litary posts, and the re- 


condition of the whole army, arranged with system | Proaches to New Orleans, described in the report; | 


1 ord | the closing of Hog Island Channel, Charleston har- 
on The sihcberdiaster’s department is to be classed as ‘bor, South Carolina; the continuation of the Cum- 
a part wad a most essential part of the army propet. | rsh enet through Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois; and 
The report of the major general in charge of this i wih tampons of the sum of $1,359 80 re git in 
branch of the service contains his views in relation | Jeffere a survey for the continuation of that road to 
thereto. To his suggestions, as those of knowledge | “@#erson cily, Missouri, under a reselution of the 


This movement led to the well to the fortifications which are directly within | 








military engineering to visit and inspect the more re- 
centand important works of our country which ex- 
hibit the best specimens of dams, locks, canals, 
bridges, docks, railroads, inclined planes, and other 
important machinery or mechanical improvements, 
in order that they may be fully explained to the cadets 
as matter of instruction and improvement. 

Speaking from personal observation, I must say 
that the superintendent and the several professors 
and instructors deserve great commendation for the 
| devotion they exhibit in governing the institution 
and educing the powers of mind of the youth com- 
mitted to their charge; and that the general good 
conduct of the young gentlemen constituting the 
corps of cadets is creditable to them, and exhibits 
the best evidence of the high morality required of 
them. From every view | can take of the subject, [ 
beg leave to recommend this institution to favorable 
notice, as in an eminent degree calculated to fit for 
service those on whom, in emergency, we must main- 
ly rely to lead and instruct the troops required to de- 
‘fend our country and maintain its henor in the field. 
The estimates of this institution for the next year, it 
willbe perceived, are $14,472 50 less than are the 
appropriations of the previous year. 

The report of the chief of the bureau of topogra- 
phical engineers 1s one of the greatest interest to the 
country at Jarge, embracing as it does such a variety 
of subjects, and extending in its operations over the 
whole union. The attention of the officers of this 
eorps to their duties has been assiduous, and the re- 
sults show the importance of their labors. Important 
and valuable as the general topographical work has 
been, the subject of the harbors on our lakes, and 
the improvement of our western rivers will no doubt 
especially command the attention of the national Je- 
gislature, as not only connected with the safety of an 
extensive commerce, but as essentially necessary to 
naval operations on the Jakes in time of war. Great 
pains have been taken to ascertain the value of the 
trade upon the lakes, which is exhibited in detail, 
as far as our imperfect means of information would 
furnish the facts. A trade which, two years since, 
was of the value of more than sixty-five millions 
of dollars, has been since rapidly increasing, and 
is probably equal in amount tu one hundred millions. 
The commerce of the Mississippi and _ its tributa- 
ries is of immense value, and a continuance and 
extension of the system now in progress for remov- 
ing obstructions in those streams, and improving 
‘their channels, is called for by every consideration of 
public policy, as due to the general interests of our 
| western fellow-citizens. ‘The amount of benefit con- 








and experience, I respectfully ask attention, and es- senate of January, 1839; all which are respectfully | ferred by the appropriations already made, is an ear- 


i o much as relates to the impurtance of | "commended to attention. 
Re umees in the line being detailed - order, for | Itis deemed proper to add that the construction of 
the staff duties of that department, thus making | mu'tary works upon the Dry Tortugas, Key West, 
them more proficient in both branches of service,— | ie Biscay ne Key, “ ag a Pe Pe and 
to the propriety of erecting barracks and defences at | H€ar the extremity of the Peninsula of Florida as on 


forts Gibson and Brady, and also to the necessity of | €Xamination and survey shall be found most eligible, | 


furnishing other buildings than casemates for the 1s deemed of great importance, if not essentially ne- 
quarters of the men, as wel! as for hospitals in the | Cessary In our line of coast defences. ist 
regular fortifications which have been erected, This | |The military academy at West Point exhibits con- 
is a measure essentially necessary for the comfort | tinued evidence of improvement in the course of in- 
and health of the troops, and for which appropria- | struction, and the academic board are endeavoring to 
tions will be necessary. | keep pace, in their system, with the advances which 
If the present regulation in regard to travelling | science is making in all parts of the world. Jt con- 
expenses is found to work oppressively, it can be | tinues annually to graduate a number of young gentle- 


jnest of what will be effected by continued, regular, 
and systematic efforts. 
| We have, as the report of the chief of the topo- 


graphical bureau states, ‘‘of nearly all our Seaports, 
surveys of positions for fortifications, and of entran- 
|ces hy water into our several harbors, which will 
|furnish, when desired, correct information on all 
| those subjects.” Knowledge, however, to the same 
| extent does not exist in regard to the lakes and Jake 
harbors. 

| The recent extinction of the Indian title to the 
southern and western shore of Lake Superior, and 
the value of those lands for their mineral wealth, 


will probably lead to the peopling of that region with 


changed or modified by the secretary of war with- 'men taught at the public expense those branches of | great rapidity. Sound policy therefore dictates that 


out furiher legislation. It was adopted by my pre- | science which are deemed essential to military oper- 
decessor to correct what was believed to be anabuse | ations. By the act of 3d March last, congress direc- 
of the former system. ted that no board of visitors should be selected, as 
The quartermaster general’s department is effi- | had for many years been usual. ‘l'o enabie the de 
ciently organized and faithfully administered. Its | partment to have correct information as to the discip- 
importance is manifest to all military men, and | | line, course of studies, and general state and condi- 
think 1t cannot be diminished without essential in- | tion of the institution on the 24th May last, I detail- 
jury to the interests of the service. In regard to the | ed the following officers of the army to compose a 
staff of the army it may be laid down as a sound | board of inspection of that institution for the present 
rule, that it should never be regulated by the number | year, to wit: Major General Scott, Brevet Brigadier 
of troops in the line, but by the extent of the coun- | General Brooke, Colonel Bankhead, Captains Mor- 
try over which the army is spread. Hence our staff decai, W. H. Swift, Brewerton, J. L. Beall, J. C. 
must necessarily in time of peace be more dispro-| Casey, and W. G. Freeman. This board assembled 
portionate tothe number of troops in service than that | at West Point, agreeably to instructions, on the Sth 
of any other nation on the globe. day of June, and attended throughout the exami- 
The business of the subsistance department has | nation of the classes, and inspected the institution 
been performed with great accuracy and method.—| thoroughly. The performance of these duties oc- 
‘The troops have been well and regularly supplied at | cupied a period of eighteen days, Juring a portion 
reduced cost, and the accounts as the commissary ge- | of which the head of the war department attended 
neral truly states, have been promptly rendered. in person. ; 
The report of the paymaster general exhibits the | Whilst J fully concur in the importance of contin- 
state of that department in a very satisfactory man- | uing the practical instruction in artillery, cavalry, 
ner, and shows that its head has kept up a strict ac- | and infantry operations, I also recommend that the 
countability, and caused the troops to be paid with | views of the colonel in charge of the bureau of en- 
as much promptoess as their scattered positions would gineers, in relation to the proposed corps of sappers 
admit. and miners, be carried out, for the reasons which he 
The report of the surgeon general exhibits a gra-| has so forcibly set forth. Pf 
tifying evidence of the fidelity with which the me-| In addition to the estimates for the military acade- 
dical branch of the military service has been admin. | my recommended by the chief of the corps of engi- 
istered, and shows that by the observance of a strict | neers, 1 would ask that a small sum be added to the 
system of economy, compatible with the care and appropriation to enable the professor of civil and 





means be promptly taken to make an uninterrupted 
navigation from that lake to Lake Huron. This can 
| be effected by the construction of a canal about a 
mile in length, through the lands of the United States 
around the falls of St. Mary, with two locks suitable 
| for passing steamboats, the expense of which will not 
| probably exceed $100,000. ‘This will be more than 
| made up by the increased value of the public Jands 
affected by it. 

By the commencement of topographical surveys 
west of the Mississippi, it is thought that assurance 
has been given for their prosecution. The results, 
as far as ascertained, are highly satisiactory and cre- 
ditable to the scientific gentlemen in charge of the 
respective works. [tis hoped that the surveys al- 
ready commenced on the Platte and Kanzas rivers 
may be prosecuted, and that means may be furnished 
and authority given to construct a road through the 
lands belonging to the United States, soas to afford 
a safe and expeditious route for emigrants to the 
Oregon territory. This could be done at a moderate 
expeise, as there would generally, be little to do, 
more than survey and mark it out, and construct 
bridges over the larger streams. The survey should 
also embrace the proper positions for military posts, 
which will be found necessary for the purpose of 
keeping the Indians in order, preventing misconduct 
in traders among them, and furnishing security to 
travellers crossing the Rocky Mountains. At these 
military posts, settlements would soon be formed, 








and travellers instead of encountering the troubles, 
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inconveniences and dangers of a long journey through 
a wilderness, would find themselves enjoying, on 
the whole route, the comforts and security of civil- 
ized life. 

Reference is also made to the necessity of correct 
topographical information as to the country hetween 
our principal cities and the sea board. This informa- 
tion should be obtained and put on record, to be used 
when necessary for the purpose of defence. 

The report from the ordnance bureau shows that 
the officers connected with that department have 

romptly accounted for the money placed in their 
fants. In the recommendation~ for arming our for- 
tifications as their construction advances, and in the 
necessity of a national foundry for the purpose at 
Jeast of ascertaining with certainty where good ma- 
terial can be procured for cannon, { most heartily 
concur. Many of the cannon now in use, it is be- 
lieved, would not stand a proper inspection, and are 
really dangerous even with ordinary charges. ‘The 
loss and destruction of life by the bursting of-cannon 
should be guarded against by every means in our 
power. The best metal should be selected, and be 
carefully manufactured into cannon at the public 
foundry. In this way only it is believed, security 
would be afforded that the pieces could be safely 
relfed on at all times. 

The establishment of a national foundry should 
not. it is conceived. be on a large scaie, nor need it 
involve a considerable expenditure at the outset, but 
care should be taken to secure such a site as will 
enable the government to increase it to any extent 
that may be required, should it be deemed advisable 
to extend it beyond the purposes of a test foundry. 
When the superiority of ores for the purpose is set- 
tled, the work could, if such a course be preferred, 
be let out by contract at fair and legitimate prices, 
stipulating for the given quantity of iron; the whole 
process to be superintended im all its stages by an 
ordnance officer, so as to secure an article as perfect 
as possible. There are, however, objections urged 
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the chief clerks of the other bureaus. 

The estimates from the bureaus of engineers, to- 
pographical engineers, and ordnance, are larger than 
those of the preceding year. The reason for this in- 
erease may need explanation. The chiefs of those 
bureaus, respectively, have estimated what, in their 
judgment will be necessary to carry out those works 
for which provision has been made by law. If con- 
gress shall not deem it advisable to prosecute all of 
them, the appropriations can be confined to those 
deemed of most pressing importance. Again, con- 
siderable portions of some of the estimates are for 
the re-appropriation of sums heretofore appropriated 
but which will revert to the surp!'us fund, by operation 
of Jaw, at the close of the present calendar year. 


The report of the commissioner of Indian affairs 
embraces in great detail the operations of that de- 
partment for the past year. 


abl, and the exceptions growing out of a few indi- 
vidual acts of violence have not been sanctioned 
or justified by the tribes to which the offeuders be- 
longed. 

The emigration of that portion of the Choctaws 
east of the Mississippi has not yet been effected; but 
it is hoped and believed that it will commence early 
in the spring, and continue until the most of them 
will be removed. The department has been assidu- 
ously at work endeavouring to effect this object, and 
thus relieve the state of Mississippi from a_ popula- 
tion undesirable, and which wiil be much better off 
when located among their own kindred and_ people 
now residing west of the Mississippi. 

Theconstant instruction to the agents and sub- 
agents, which it is believed they are endeavoring to 
carry out, has been to endeavor to bring the infiuen- 
ces of christianity and civilization to bear upon them 
| —to induce them to settle down permanently to the 
lcultivation of the soil, and thus become domestica- 
ted, as it were, on their own territories. 








against having cannon cast by individuals by contract 
arising out of the interest of the contractor to in- 
crease the weight of the cannon, and to use the me- 
tal custing him the leastmoney. Under any mode of 
constructing them the most rigid scrutiny should be 
observed, to save the lives of those by whom they 
are to be used and to render the cannon efficient for 
the purposes for which they were intended. 

The state of our national armories reflects credit 
on the officers placed in charge of them. I visited 
and inspected that at Springfield in July Jast. and 
found it in excellent order. ‘That at Harper’s Ferry 
is also judiciously conducted, as I learn from the re- 
port of the ordnance bureau. ‘That report exhibits 
in detcil the amount of moneys expended at the arm- 
ories.for the manufacture of arms. for materials, and 
for repairs and improvements. ‘The usual distribu- 
tion of arms to the several states has been made in 
the past year, as shown in the report. 

The value of the property under charge of this 
branch of the service is $17,893,021 07, and in itself 
shows the amount of pecuniary responsibility in 
which the officers who have it in charge are involved. 
The system of keeping and preservipg the public 
arms, accoutrements, munitions, &c., with the ar- 
rangement of the accounts und the arsenal, so as to 
be easily and expeditiously inspected, are such as to 
entitle the head as well as the other officers of the 
corps to great credit. 

The statements in regard to our lead mines are 
deeply iuteresting. Some legislation is undoubtedly 
necessary to prevent the numerous frauds attempted 
to be perpetrated, in appropriating to individual use, 
at ordinary prices, lands known to abound with rich 
mineral. Something must either be done to effect 
the object, or the lands should be sold at adequate 
prices, if such could be obtained. The report of the 
bureau on this subject, at the last session of congress, 
coupled with that of the present year, contains much 
valuable information, and exhibits to some extent 
the losses which the government is continually sus- 
taining as well as some of the defects of the present 
systein. 

Measures were taken early at th2 present season 
to secure the rich mineral region south of Lake Su- 


Many of the southwestern Indians, especially 
|}among the Cherokees and Choctaws, have made 
' considerable advances in civilization, and are accus- 
‘toming themselves to husbandry and planting, sur- 
rounding themselves with the comforts of civilized 
‘life and are taking great pains in the education of 
their children. The Choctaws, early in the present 


| year, appropriated one thousand eight hundred dol- | 


|lars of their annuities to education purposes. 

The annuities paid to many of the tribes seem to 
do them little good. So long as they are sure of re- 
ceiving their annual stipend, they will not exert 
themselves as they should to earn a subsistence, and 


Indian, either in payment of debts incurred in anti- 


and sold when the annuities are paid. The Indian 
rarely receives the value of his moeny, which thus fails 


ing misappropriated, and the poor Indian from squan- 


Some further legislative provision is necessary, ef- 
fectually to prevent all persons from introducing ar- 
dent spirits among or disposing of them to the Indians 
under any pretext whatever, 





ly disproportionate to the responsibilities incurred 


1 
i 
|and duties required of them. They are obliged to give 


isecurity in amounts varying from $5,000 to $20,000, 


. 


to reside out of the reach of civilization, to be often | 


}exposed to danger and trouble, and for all this they 





to be increased to at least $1000, and in some situa- 
| crease it to $1,250 which would probably enable the 
| department to secure the services of men better 
| qualified for the work than can ordinarily be obtain- 


‘ed for the small allowance now given them. It might | 
|also be advisable to give authority where the pro- | 


| ceeding would be proper to consolidate two or more 
continuous sub-agencies into a full agency. 
| During the recess of congress I directed a com- 


fice be so regulated as to put him on a footing with 


Our Indian relations have, in the main, been peace- | 
| bits very clearly and distinetly the state and condi- 
lion of the business of this office. 
/main on the rolls 21,064 pensioners for revolutiona- 
iry services, including widows. 
1838, granting pensions for five years to widows of 





of its object, to provide for the necessities of the red | T 
man. A revision of the whole system may probably | 
result in some better means than any as yet discover- | 
ed to prevent the bounty of the government from be- | 


dering his momey on objects of trivial importance.— | 


The compensation allowed to sub-agents is entire- | 


receive but $750 per year. The compensation ought | 


tions a’ discretionary power should be given to in- | 
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cies are conducted, thanean now be had. For this 
purpose L would respectfully suggest such a modifi- 
eation of so much of the act of 26th Auzust, 1842, 
as provides: ‘That it shall not, at any time hereafter, 
be lawful for any accounting or disbursing officer of 
the government to allow or pay any account or charge 
whatever, growing out of, or in any way connected 
with, any commission or inquiry, except courts mar- 
tial or courts of inquiry in the military or naval ser- 
vice of the United States, until special appropriations 
shall have heen made by law to pay such accounts 
and charges;” &c., as to exclude from its operation 
the office of Indian affairs,so far at least as to 
permit the payment ofa reasonable compensation to 
a person or persons to be appointed to make personal 


inspections and examinations into Indian affairs. It 


is believed that such inspections and examinations 


‘would correct many abuses, and be an actual saving 


to the government. 
The report of the commissioner of pensions, exhi- 


There yet re- 
Under the act of 


revolutionary soldiers, 9.895 claims have béen pre- 
sented, of which 7.855 have been admitted. Under 
the Jaws granting pensions to invalids for wounds 
and injuries received in military service, there are 
now on the rolls 2,720 persons. 

The force employed in the office of the commis- 
sioner of pensions has been considerably reduced as 
the business decreased prior to the present year. 
The act of 3- March last, extending the acts grant- 
ing pensions to widows, has greatly increased the bu- 
siness of that office, whilst the appropriation of the 
present year required the discharge of one clerk. 
The commissioner and remaining clerk have been 
unable with the utmost deligence and industry to 
dispose of the business presented to them. An ap- 
propriation of about $2,000 will be requisite for the 


employment of additional aid, temporarily at least, 
| 


or they will be unable to perform the business en- 
trusted to them within a reasonable time. It is not 
right that the legitimate objects of public gratitude 
should be deprived of the provision made for them 
by law, for want of means to have their claims ex- 
amined. 

The balances in the hands of pension agents ap- 
pear large. The returns, however, were made ata 
time shortly after that at which sums had been re- 
mitted for the semi-annual payments falling due in 
September last. Before this time the balances have 


no doubt, been considerably reduced. 
in most instances the traders get the money of the | 


I think the present system of paying pensions isnot 


the best which could be devised. The act of 3d 
cipation of the annuity, or for goods brought to him 


March, 1837, provided that no compensation or al- 


|lowance shall be made to any person or corporations 


for making such payments, without authority of law. 
his provision has compelled the department to em- 
ploy either banks or officers of banks in most instan- 
ces as agents. The actual expenses incurred by 
them in transacting the business are paid, and it has, 
in many instances, been necessary to compensate 
them indirectly, in order to get the business trans- 
acted. This could only be done by keeping conside- 
rable balances on deposit inthe bank with which 
the agent is connected, and thus when deposites are 
an object, granting a much larger compensation than 
-would be required to pay a person specially for 
'transacting the business. | respectfu'ly suggest an 
alteration of the law in this particular. 

It will be observed that the estimates for the pen- 
sion office are larger fur the coming fiscal year than 
they were for the present. This has been rendered 
necessary by the act of 3d March last, extending the 
/act granting pensions to widows, &c. 

Since the Jast annual report there has been a con- 
siderable reduction in the number of unsettled ac- 
counts in the offices of the 2d and 3d auditors. In 
the former oflice there are two hundred and eighty 
two accounts remaining unsettled, all presented with- 
in the present year, making a reduction of five hun- 
'dred and ninety. In the latter there are nine hun- 
dred and forty-five accounts remaining unsettled, of 
| which one hundred and sixty-eight were presented 


perior frgm falling into the hands of intruders, who | mencementto be made of a history of all the Indian | in 1841—three hundred and seventy-five in 1342, and 


might endeavor.ultimately, to wrest from the gov- 
ernment those valuable lands, which, in addition to 
lead, are found to abound in copper ore of a superi- 
or quality. The results, as far as ascertained, have 
been satisfactory, and will be found more at length 
in the reportof the ordnance bureau. When the 
full and final report for the year shall have been 
received from the agent, it can be furnished if de- 
sired, 

The duties of the ordnance bureau are various and 
responsible, and have been increased by placing the 
mineral lands under its charge. Jt is respectfully 
suggested that the salary of the first clerk of this of- 


‘tribes as far as the same could be derived from docu- 
‘ments in this department. Some progress has been 
/made in it, but it is found that it will have to be sus- 
pended during the approaching session of congress 
for want of the necessary force to be put upon it.— 
It is a work very much needed, and will if properly 
|completed be very valuable. 

| Itis important most effectually to prevent abuses, 
and tosee that the Indians are fairly dealt with, that 
‘the department should have the means of obtaining 
|more direct and official information of the actual 
‘state and condition of the several tribes of Indians, 
|and the manner in which the agencies and sub-agen- 


‘four hundred and two in 1843, the reduction being 
‘five hundred and thirty-four. Justice to persons 
having claims against the government or aceounts to 
settle with it, requires that means should be provid- 
led for the more prompt settlement of their aecounts. 
|The officers named are using all the means which 
they now possess, with a praiseworthy diligence, but 
| they are insufficient to accomplish the object. 
Considering the relations in which the officers of 
the 2d and 3d auditors stand to the war department, 
their position is anomalous. They transact the bust- 
ness of this department, and in all matters depend- 


| 
| 





ing upon equitable discretion refer to and are go- 
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verned by the decision of the secretary of war. 
From his position he must be best capable of judging 
of the manner in which they should be organized and 
the business conducted in them. Yet, as to these, 
they are entirely under the contro] of another de- 
partment of the government. It would be more sys- 
tematical to make them branches of this depariment, 
leaving the 24 comptroller, an offiver of the treasu- 
ry, to decide, ultimately, as he now does, upon the 
business transacted by them. 


} 
| 
i 
i 
' 


| 
} 


The building at present occupied as the depart-| 


ment of war, is insufficient for the purpose, and does 
not possess the security of being fire proof. It only 
accommodates the war department proper, the 


commanding general, adjutant general, quarter: | 
affairs, | 


master general, commissioner of Indian 
and 2d auditor. The business of seven impor- 
tant bureaus of the department, to wit: of the pay- 


master general, surgeon general, engineers, topogra- | 
phical engineers, ordnance, commissary general of | 


subsistance, and commissioner of pensions,is trans- 
acted and their records kept in rented buildings, se- 
parated from the public edifice and still more inse- 
cure than it. ‘The safety of the public records and 
convenience in the transaction of business, require 
that a secure building should be erected sufficiently 


Jarge to accommodate the entire business of the de-| 


partment. This subject has been repeatedly brought 
to notice, thus far without effect. It is again brought 


' 
‘ 


| 
j 


} 


_to the cost of building an iron steamer of about 1.000 


| 
| 
| 
| 


to view under the hope that the remedy of these | 


evils may not be further postponed. 
{ take this opportunity to state that] have been 


greatly aided in performing the labors of the office 1 | 
hold by the commanding general and the heads of 


the several bureaus of the department, whose assi- 
duity and promptness in their attention to business 
deserve all praise. J. M. PORTER, 
Secretary of war. 
To the president. 








——— 


NAVY. 





Navy Department, Nov. 25, 1843. 
Sim: [ have the honor to present to you the annual 


partment of the public service. 

The navy at the present time consists of the fol- 
lowing number and description of vessels: One ship 
of 120 guns; nine ships of the line of 90 guns each; 
one razee of 62 guns; twelve 52 gun frigates; one 


50 gun frigate; two 48 gun frigates; eleven first class | 


sloops of war of 24 guns each; three 22 gun sloops; 


five 16 gun sloops, two sloops for store ships, 6 guns | 


each. There are also four first class sloops on the 
stocks nearly ready for launching. Eleven 
brigs and schooners; 
and one fora receiving vesse] at Charleston. The 
steam ship Mississippi of 12 guns, the Fulton of 8 
guns, the Princeton (Ericsson’s propeller) of 12 guns, 
the Union of 4 guns, (with Hunter's submerged 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE) 


| work on two of these bas been suspended for the 
| present. 


|New York. 


/ past year as follows: In the Home Squadron, the ra- 


ee 
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wreck. All the accounts of this disaster concur in 

representing the officers and crew as having made 
the utmost exertions to extinguishthe flames, and 
that their conduct during this perilous period, when 
an explosion of the magazine was momentarily ex- 
pected, was marked by great coolness and intrepidity. 
Captain Newton’s official report. a copy of which is 
hereto appended, having been laid before you, fur- 
ther investigations into the causes of this loss are 
postponed until after his return. 

The ship Franklin requiring heavy repairs has 
been laid up at the Charleston yard, awaiting a more 
favorable season for prosecuting such work. The 
razee Independence has been ordered to the same 
yard, for a like purpose. The Constitution frigate 
at Norfolk, and the sloop of war Yorktown, at New 
York, are undergoing repairs, preparatory to sea 
service. The brig Dolphin, at Norfolk, is awaiting 
repairs. 

Inquiries wore instituted early in the summer as 


tons, at Pittsburg, with Hunter’s submerged wheels; 
and in the execution of this plan a contract was en- 
tered into, early in October, with Messrs. ‘Tomlinson 
& Co. for building it at a definite price per pound, 
and the whole cost not to exceed,in any event, 
$150,000, with a yuarantee of speed at the rate of 
nine miles per hour, from her steam power, in smooth 
water. 

Some months since an order was given to build a 
small iron steamer at the Washington navy yard, on 
Hunter's plan, to be partly of galvanized iron; but 
owing to the heavy drafts upon the appropriation for 
other purposes, that work is now suspended. 

Instructions were also given in April Jast for the 
building of six sloops of war of the largest class; 
twu of which have been lounched, and the others 
are on the stocks nearly ready for launching. The 


In addition to these sloops on the stocks, 
there areof the vessels previously named as con- 


a 


agentes “aN —— 





squadron. She has made one voyage with provi- 
sions and stores, and is now on her seeond trip. 

The term of Commodore Morris‘’s examerangd hay- 
ing expired, Commodore Joseph Smith has been se- 
lected to succeed him, and has sailed for 





wae 


rterranean in the new frigate Cumberland, 





stituting a part of the naval force, the following on 
the stocks, viz: the Vermont and Virginia, 9) guns 
each, at Boston; the Alabama, 90 guns, at Ports- 
mouth, New Hampshire; the New York, 90 guns, at | 


| Norfolk; the Santee frigate, 52 guns, at Portsmouth, | 
, ) . ‘ : ic ] | . } 
report of the condition and operations of this de- 


New Hampshire, and the frigate Sabine, 52 guns, at} 


The vessels afloat have been employed during the 





'zee Independeiice, commanded by Captain String: | 


hain until May, and since that time by Captain Mc-| 


ee Medi- 
aptain 
S. L. Breese; which vessel will be the flagBhip of 
the squadron. Upon the arriviljout of the Camber. 
land, Commodore Morris wall rete tothe 
in the Delaware, seventy-four. Sir, 
The cruizing ground of this squadsn 


sy 
the Mediterranean sea. “Se 
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In the Brazil squadron, in addition to the Delas== 


ware, seventy-four, there have been employed the 
frigate Columbia, Captain E. R. Shubrick; the sloop 
John Adams, Commander Conover; the sloop Deca. 
tur, Commander Farragut, which vessel returned to 
the United States on the 1Sth of February; and the 
schooner Enterprise, now in command of Lieut. J, 
M. Watson. Commodore Morgan arrived at Rio de 
Janeiro in the Columbus, seventy four, on the 2d of 
August, where he was met by Commodore Daniel 
Turner, who had been appointed to sueceed him in 
the command of thesquadron. This latter vessel is 
now the flag-ship of Commodore Turner, but she 
will return to the United States upon the arrival out 
of the frigate Raritan, now preparing for sea under 
the command of Captain F. H. Gregory. Thesloop 
Boston, Commander Pendergast, has sailed from 
Boston to relieve the John Adams. 

The brig Pioneer, lately used as a receiving ves. 
sel at Baltimore, 1s now fitting out at Norfolk asa 
store-ship for this squadron. Lieut. Shaw has been 
ordered to command her. 

The cruising ground of this squadron extends 
from the mouth of the river Amazon to Cape Horn, 
along the Equator eastward to the southwestern 
boundary of the African station, Cape Negro; thence 
along the coast of Africa to the Cape of Good Hope. 

The Pacific squadron, at the commencement of the 
year, consisted of the frigate United States, Captain 
James A'rmstrong; the sloop Cyane, Commander 
Stribbling; the sloop Yorktown, Commander Nicho- 
las; the sloop Dale, Commander Dornin; the schr. 
Shark, Lieut. Eagle, and the store-ship Relief, Lieut. 
Sterett. The whole under the command of Com- 
modore Thomas Ap. C. Jones. On the 24th of Jan- 


juary Commodore Jones was recalled, and Commo- 


dore A. J. Dallas ordered to succeed him in the com. 
mand of the squadron. Commodore Dallas sailed 
from Norfolk in the sloop Vandalia for Chagres, and 
arrived at Callao in the latter partof July. On the 


10 gun, 
three ditto used as store-ships, | 


wheels,) the Poinsett of 2 guns, and an iron steamer, | 


the Michigan, of 6 guns, nearly ready to Jaunch on 
Lake Erie. ‘There are likewise four small schooners 
employed as packets or receiving vessels. In 
seventy-six vessels of the various descriptions. 


ail, | 


The Washington, 90 gun ship, has been broken up! 


the Jast year, and the frigate Hudson is unfit to re- 
pair. 


The sloop Concord, 24 guns, was lost in the | 


Mozambique channel, on the eastern coast of Affri-| 


ca, on the 2d of October, 1842. 
William Boerum, the purser, B. F. Hart, and James 
Davis, an ordinary seaman, were drowned, while 
cerossiig the bar at the mouth of Lorango river, in 
the captain’s gig. The surviving officers and crew 
were conveyed ina vessel chartered for the pur- 
pose to Rio Janeiro, and thence to the U. States. 


The commander, | 


I regret to report that the schooner Grampus has | 


not been heard from sincethe ]4th of March 
when she was off Charleston, S. C. 
to have been lost, with all hands, in some of the se 
vere gales which occurred about that time. 


last, 


and is supposed | 
'red to him by Commodore Morgan, and the latter 


[have also the unpleasant duty of reporting the | 


loss of the steamship Missourt. ‘This frigate de- 
parted early in August, for the purpose of convey- 
ing the commissioner for China, the Hon. Caleb 


Cushing, to Alexandria, in Egypt, en route to the, 


courtol Pekin. While she was laying in the harbor 
of Gibraltar, into which port she had put for the 
purpose of replenishing her fuel, she took fire on the 


evening of the 26th of August, and the utmost exer- | 


tions of her officers and men, during the trying and 
perilous event, were unavailing in extinguishing the 
flames, and this costly ship, an ornament to the navy, 
was entirely destroyed, he larger part of her ofii- 
cers and men have reached the United States ina 
ship chartered to cring them home. 


| 


Her command-} the Mediterranean, arrived at Boston onthe 31st of 
er, Captain Newton, remains, wilh a portion of her} August, and is ready again for sea. 
force, to secure what can be recovered from the! ington has been employed as a store-ship for this 


| Keever; the sloop Falmouth, commanded by Com- 
'munder J. McIntosh up to August, when he was re- 
lieved by Commander J. R. Sands; the sloop Vin- 
cenness, commanded by Commander F. Buchanan; 
the sloop Vandalia, commanded by Commander W. 
J. MeCluney, who was relieved in consequence of il] 
health in September, and succeeded by Commander 
S. Chauncey; the brig Dolphin, commanded by 
Commander J. D. Knight, who was relieved in Oc-| 
tober by Commander H. Bruce; the brig Somers, | 
commanded by Lieut. J. W. West; the brig Boxer, | 
commanded by Lieut. O Bullius: the brig Bain-! 
bridge, commanded by Lieut. Z. F. Johnson, who, 
was relieved in September, and succeeded by Com- | 
mander J. Mattison; and the schooner Grampus, | 
Lieut. A. E. Downes; the whole under the command | 
of Commodore Charles Stewart. The cruizing 
xround of this squadron extends from the Banks of | 
Newfoundland to the River Amazon, and includes | 
the Gulf of Mexico and the Caribbean Sea. 

In the Mediterranean Squadron, comformably with | 
previous arrangements, an exchange of cominands | 
has taken place between Commodores Morris and 
Morgan. 

Commodore Morris sailed from the Coast of Bra- 
zil in the Delaware seventy-four, Captain C. S. Ma- | 
cauley, onthe 19th of February, and arrived in the 
Mediterranean on the 9th of April, when the com- 
inand of the Mediterranean Squadron was transfer- 


| J. 


sailed in June with the Columbus seventy-four, Cap- 
tain B. Cooper, for the Coast of Brazil. The frigate | 
Congress, Captain P. F. Voorhees, nas been employed | 
in the Mediterranean during the whole year, and is 
expected to sail in January next for Brazil, to-inter- 
change with the frigate Columbia, Captain E. R. 
Shubrick, now on that station. The sloop Fairfield, 
commanded by Commander A. Bigelow during a 
part of the year, and subsequently by Commander 8. 
W. Downing, has also been attached to the Mediter- 
ranean Squadron. This vezsel will return to the U. 
States upon the arrival out of the new sloop of war 
Pivmouth, now about to sail under the command of 
Commander H. Henry. The sloop Preble, Com- 
mander 8. B. Wilson, having finished her cruize in 


The sloop Lex- 


'Sth of August he had not met with Commodore 
| Jones, who was absent on a cruise to the Sandwich 
| Islands. 

| The Yorktown returned homeon the 2d of August, 
| and the Dale on the 19th of October, having on board 
| the remains of Commodore A. Claxton, who died 
| while in command of the squadron. The places of 


i . ae 
| these vessels have been supplied by the sloop Levant, 





Commander H. N. Page, which suited from Norfolk 
on the 2d of September, and the Warren, Comman- 
der J. B. Hull, on the J9th of October. The new 
frigate Savannah has been equipped fur sea, and sail- 
ed on the 19th of October from New York, under 
the command of Captain A. Fitzhugh, to join this 
squadron. When she reaches the Pacific, the United 
States will probably return home. ‘The store-ship 
Erie, Lieut. Manning, sailed from Boston on the 9th 
of February with provisions and stores for this squa- 
dron. Upon her arrival at Rio, Lieut. Manning was 
relieved from the command, and Lieut. N. W. Duke 
ordered to succeed him. The Erie has arrived on the 
station. The vessels of this squadron have been or- 
dered to return to the United States, in future, by 
way of China and the Cape of Good Hope. 

This squadron cruises along the whole west coast 
of America, and westward from the meridian of 
Cape Horn to one hundred and eighty degrees west 
longitude, and southward between those meridians. 

The East India squadron has been composed of the 
frigate Constellation, Commodore Kearney, com- 
manding the squadron, and the sloop Boston, Com- 
mander J. C. Long, which latter vessel, after visiting 
the most !mportant ports and islands in the China seas 
and the Pacific, returned home by Cape Horn in the 
month of August. ‘The Constellation left China in 
the early part of the year, and was at the Sandwich 
Islands in August Jast, to sail ina few days for the 
United States, via California and Cape Horn. 

A squadron, under the command of Commodore 
Foxhail A. Parker, hcs been fitted out in the place 
of that commanded by Commodore Kearney. ‘The 
frigate Brandywine, bearing the flag of Commodore 
Parker, and the sloop St. Louis, Commander H. H. 
Cocke, sailed from Norfolk on the 23d of May.— 
These vessels arrived at Rio de Janeiro on the 19th 
of July, and sailed thence on the Sth of August. A 
leak was discovered in the bow of the St. Louis, 
which obliged her to put back to Rio for repairs; at 
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which plare she arrived on the 7th of September.— 
It was sapacted that the vessel would sail again in a 
few days. The new brig Perry, which was launch- 
ed in May, has been despatched under the command 
of Cammander 8. F. Dupont, to join this squadron. 

The African squadron is composed of the frigate 
Macedonian, Captain Mayo, the sloop Saratoga. 
Commander Tattnall, the sloop Decatur, Commander 
Abbott, and the brig Pofpoise, Lieut. Stellwagen— 
the whole under the command of Commodore Mat- 
thew C. Perry. The brig Consort is now fitting out 
at Boston as a store ship for this squadron. 

The cruising ground of the squadron extends from 
the Madeira and Canary Islands, to the Bight of Bi- 
afra, and from the coast of Africa to the thirtieth 
gree west longitude. 


sloops, one brig, and one store ship—seven vessels. | 
For the Pacific, three frigates, foursloops, two brigs | 
or schooners, and one store ship—ten vessels. For | 
the East Indies, two frigates, two sloops, one brig, | 
and one store ship—six vessels. For the Lakes, one 
steamer. For special service the steamers Mississip- 
pi, Princeton, and Union, and the small iron steamer 
now building at the navy yard, Washington. 

This increased force seems so be called for to af- 
ford adequate protection to our national interests em- 
barked in our increased and growing commerce on 
the distant stations. The force proposed to be added 
to the home squadron, the cruising ground of which 
extends from Newfoundland to the river Amazon in 
South America, seems to be necessary in guarding 
our own shores, in protecting the immense capital 





e following vessels have been employed on spe- 
cial ordetached service: . 

The brigTruxton, Lieut. Upshur, sailed from Nor- 
folk in June last for Constantinople, to bring home 
the remains-cf_ the late Commodore David Purter.— 
She is daily expected to arrive in the United States. 


The brig Oregon, Lieutenant (now Commander) 
Powell, which had been eniployed on a survey of the 
Gulf of Mexico, between Apalachicola bay and the 
Mississippi river, under a resolution of.congrags da- 
ted the 20th July, 1840, arrived at Norfolk Utre™iagss 
July last, the season being too far advanced to permit 
a further continuance of operations. The steamer 
Poinsett, also engaged in this survey, remained out, 
and the work has been resumed under Lieutenant R. 
Semmes. 

The schooner Flirt, Lieut. J. A. Davis, made a 
trip to Chagres in April , with a mail forthe Pa- 
cifie squadron; returned to Norfolk in July , and 
has since been despatched to Galveston, Texas. 

The schooner Phoenix, Lieut. Sinclair, has also 
been employed as a despatch vessel, and has recently 
returned from Chagres. 

The brig Lawrence, built at Baltimore by contract, 


has been fitted out and placed under the command cf 


Commander W. Hf. Gardner, and has just departed 
from Norfolk on a cruise to the Windward Islands. 

The sloop Marion, Commander W. M. Armstrong, 
returned from a cruise in the West Indies in May 
last, and 1s now ready for sea at Boston. : 

The small steamer Engineer has had a new boiler 
put in her and 1s now used as a tender to the receiv- 
ing ship at Norfolk. 


The vessels employed as receiving ships are the | 


c 


Pennsylvania, Captain Zantzinger, at Norfolk; the 
Ohio, Captain Hunter, at Boston; the North Caroli- 
na, Captain Dulany, at New York; the Experiment, | 
Commander Varnium, at Philadelphia, and the On- 
ka-hy-e, Commander Knight, at Charleston, 8S. C.— 


The Ontario, Jately used as a receiving ship at New 
Orleans, and the VW ave,at Baltimore, have been laid 
up for the present at Norfolk. 


Two war steamers withsubmerged propellers have 
been Jaunched during the year—the Union and the | 


Princeton. 


employed in the coasting trade along our whole sea- 
board from the St. Croix to the Sabine, and in giving 
countenance and assistance to our foreign commerce | 
with the West India Islands, and with the ports on 
}the American continent. 


The ships proposed to be employed are built and 
afloat; the officers necessary to command them are 
mostly m comission and under pay—the deteriora- 
tion of the ships is-little more while in service than 
when laid up in ordinary—the officers ne by 





idjenegs while they are improved by servicg. The 
Ten of manning and sailing these ships, ofcourse, 
is greater than. when laid up. But we can have com- 
skilful gficers, good and efficient sailors, 
only by a soug_ coupse of active sea-service. ‘That is 
the school in wihctrteag 

they acquire knowledge o 









“dufies. To bul a | 
sary to sail and efficiently to manage it, in the everi 
of a war with a maritime power, would be in effect 
but adding to the force of the enemy at the na- 
tion’s cost, and to the national disgrace. - 1 have 
therefore no hesitation in recommending the employ- 





| shore duty and capable of sea service. 
A slight increase of officers in the subordinate 


would recommend thatthe number of midshipmen 
be keptas high as it was in the beginning of thts 
year. About ten more pursers could be beneficially 
employed. Several of the sailing masters being 
from age or infirmity unfit for sea service, a smal! 
increase of the number is desirable. I would re- 
commend that the proviso Jimiting the number of 
officers of the navy, which was passed on the 4th of 
August, 1842, be repealed so far as it regards war- 
rant officers, excepting midshipmen; the present 
‘number being insufficient for the wants of the ser- 
vice. 

The appropriation for increase, repairs, &c. 
for the year 1843, °44, having been heavily drawn 
'upon in payment of contracts made, and in the exe- 
cution of plans and the completion of works in pro- 





Phe Union is constructed upon the plan| gress anterior to the commencement of the present 


of Lieut. Hunter, withsubmerged horizontal wheels | fiscal year, it was deemed necessary, in October last, 


upon the sides. 
dered quite satisfactory to the department. 


ones are to be secured. 


ment ona trial of that vessel. 


The Princeton, with Ericson’s propellers, a vessel] 


The trial of this vessel was consi-| to discharge a large portion of the persons employed 
The! under this head; leaving, however, it is believed, 
boilers, however, having been somewhat faulty, new 
Lieut. Hunter’s official re- 
ports are appended, as also the letter of the depart-| 


| enough funds unexpended to meet most of the out- 
| standing demands against the department chargeable 
|to this appropriation. The act of congress of the 
| Qist August, 1842, which forbids the transfer of ap- 
propriations from one to another branch of expen- 


of most beautiful model, both for appearance and| diture in this department, has operated injuriously. 


efficiency, constructed under the immediate directior 


1| Where these transfers permitted, itis believed that 


and supervision of Captain R. I. Stockton, has made sufficient means might be found among the various 
a highly successful experimental cruise, under his! unexpended balances of appropriations, to pay most, 


command, to and about New York; the officral repor 
of which is hereto appended. 

Should these experiments, on further trial, equa 
the expectations now confidently entertained of them 


t. if not all, needful outiays in the fitting, completing, 
; and repairing of vessels, and for payments on un- 
1, completed contracts; and Iam fully persuaded that 
, the public interests would be promoted were con- 


a new era will coinmence in steam navigation, and! gress to authorize these transfers early in the ensu- 


particularly in the use of war-steamers. 


against wind or tide, and whose machinery is be-| years since, for the supply of timber and various ma- 


Vessels | ing session. 
that can move at the pleasure of their commanders | 


‘There were several contracts made, some of them 


greater liability to leakage. 


navy without the experience, skill, and idree..peces- | 
to the recent establishmeat of the bureau of provi- 


} 


ment of a sufficient number of vessels to require the | 
services of every officer that can be spared from | 


grades will be needed to keep this force afloat. || 
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February 10th, 1832, and the passage of a similar act 
al this time would enable the department to effect an 
equitable settlement of these cases. 

It is not proposed to make any contracts the ensu- 
ing year for live oak, nor for any other timber except 
absolutely required for immediate use, the depart- 
ment intending to build only four small timber vessels 
during that time, and the timber for which being 
mostly on hand. 

The docking of timber for long periods, a large 
portion of the time but partly covered with water, 
seems of very questionable utility, and there are 
some positive injuries arising from the praectice.— 
The timber is from the water, and before allowing 
it time to dry, is hewn and put up for the frame of 
the ship. The planks are sawed from it to cover the 
frame. The consequence is great shrinking and lia- 
bilsty to warp; requiring additional expense for 
caulking from the shrinkage of the planks, and 
It tends also to gene- 
rate the dry rot, which disease, if I may so term it, 
appears to be a fungus, a parasitical plant, like 
mould, germinating in the wood and destroying the 
tenacity of its fibre, which fungus would be less lia- 
ble to germinate in dry than in moist wood. It is in- 
deed doubted if it could germinate at all in perfectly 
dry wood. 

A deficiency is apprehended in the appropriation 
for provisions and clothing for the current year. The 
sum granted by congress for this purpose was less 
than that asked for by the department, and not suffi- 


pare taught, and in which, cient to provide for the persons actually in service at 
ett ey. 


the passage of the Jaw. Efforts are making to bNng 
the expenditure within the proper limits; but owing 


sions atitetething, and the state of Tts accoundés with 





~ 
ithe ships on di-tant stativas,the department has not 
yet been able to learn the “precise tt 
/expenditures. teen eterna, 


About $15,500 worth of provisions, @isthigg and 
small stores have been Jost by : 
| Missouri, the wreck of the Grampus, and the wreck 
‘of a freight vessel at Port Praya. 

The estimation of the burean of ordnance and 
-hydrography is some five hundred and twenty thou- 
sand do}lars more than the sum asked for last year, 
of this about one hundred and sixty thousand dollars 
are to pay for outstanding contracts made by the 
board of uavy’commissioners some years since and 
yet uncompleted. It includes also an estimate for 
a sufficient number of powder tanks for all the ships 
and brigs of the navy, launched or not launched, 
that are not now provided with them. It likewise 
includes an estimate for two hundred cannon of a 
large size. 
| In the bureau of yards and docks the estimate for 
the improvement of yards is about $180,000 over 
that of Jast year. The estimate for coal ts on the 
supposition that each steamer will employ steam 
power four months in the year, and the sum asked 
for is a very liberal allowance even for this length of 
service. 

In the plot of ground on which the navy hospital 
at Chelsea. Massachusetts, stands, there are many 
acre3 more than are of any use for the purposes of 
that establishment and producing no income. If this 
were sold a handsome sum might be added to the 
hospital fund and an income be received from it.— 

I therefore respectfully recommend that congress 
‘authorise the sale of so much of this land .as will 
not ve needed for the hospital purposes; and I 

would further suggest that the navy department 

be clothed with authority to invest the naval hos- 
pital fund, now amounting to over $200,000, and 
yielding no income, in some safe and productive se- 
curities. 

A resolve was passed by the late congress appro- 
priating four thousand dollars towards establishing 
an agency in the state of Kentucky and one in the 
state of Missouri for the purchase of American 
herp for the use of the navy. An agent was ap- 


neath the reach of an enemy’s fire, will be able easily | terials for the navy, which have expired without | pointed on the Ist of July last for the state of Ken- 


to overcome and destroy any war-vessel of the or-| having been completed. 


dinary structure. 


Improvements of some magnitude and much utili- 
ty have been made the past year at the navy yards at! 
Portsmouth, N. H., Charlestown, and Gosport, and 
others are proposed inthe different yards the ensuing 


year, for all the details of which Il refer you to the 
appended report of the chief of the bureau of navy 


yards and docks. 
For the service of the next year the employmen 
of the following force is proposed: 


- - 
For the home squadron, three frigates, six sloops, 
two steamers, and five brigs and schooners; making 


in all sixteen vessels. For the Mediterranean, thre 


frigates, four sloops, one brig, and one store ship— 
Pov the coast of Africa, four sloops, 


nine vessels. 
two brigs or schooners, and one store ship—seve 
vessels. For the coast of Brazil, two frigates, thre 


sion. 


Heretofore the department 
|has been in the practice of extending the time for | United States ropewalk at the Charleston navy yard 
completing these contracts, where the interests of 
the United states have not suffered by such exten-| kind and quality of water rotted hemp used in the 
The law of the 3d March, 1843, requiring all | mavy and the mode of testing its strength. 
contracts to be given by advertisement to the lowest | propriation for this branch of the naval service— 
bidder, seems to probit their further extension.— 
There are many contractors who would lave large 


tucky; and in obedience to directions he visited the 
for the purpose of gaining information as to the 
The ap- 


increase and repair—having been mainly expended 
on other contracts, the department has recently 


sums due them on the completion of their contracts | directed the agent to make no purchases; and in this 
t' for previous deliveries, being the ten per cent. re- | state of the appropriation it has not been thought 


sequence of the non-extension and non-fulfilment of 
thuse contracts, these amounts remain unpaid. 


c 


served on the amount of those deliveries, but in con- expedient to appoint any agent for the state of Mis- 


"| sourl. 
| 


As Mr. Von Schinidt, an intelligent gentleman, well 
e the United States have suffered no loss by these de- acquainted with the culture of hemp in Russia and 
lays, and as the parties expected an. extension ae- in this country, has been employed by the direction 
cording to former usage, it appears to be a proper t season 
n case for the interposition of congress for their relief. | preparation of hemp in this vicinity. | 
Congress provided for analagous cases by an act dated ' gaged in coustructing a machine for breaking it and 


of the department the last season on the culture and 
Hes now en= 


pervert sean P z 


tlie -bimseof Tite 
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separating the fibres from the stalks without rotting. 
Should he succeed, of which there is a fair promise, 
a great saving of Jabor will be made and the hemp 
thus prepared will be much superior in quality and 
strength to hemp prepared by the old method of rot- 
ting. Mr. Von Schmidt’s report is appended. He 
has also been employed to translate the pamphlet on 
the culture and preparation of hemp, published at 
Odessa in Russia, and to which the attention of con- 
gress was invited by a communication from this de- 
partment, dated Ist of March, 1843. The expense of 
this translation, for which there is no appropriation, 
is three hundred dollars. ‘The translation is supmit- 
ted with this report. 

I respectfully suggest a modification of the ration, 
so as to dispense with the spirit portion now allowed. 
That the frequent and habitual use of ardent spirits 
injuriously affects the human system, is a truth be- 
lieved to be now generally understood and admitted 
by all intelligent physiologists. Its evil influences 
are not Jess on the moral than on the physical condi- 
tion of man. A large proportion of the punishments 
inflicted upon the seamen is for drunkenness, or the 
immediate effects of drinking ardent spirits—in- 
sudordination in its various forms. In abolishing the | 
spirit ration, punishments and disease will be less 
frequent, and the whole moral and physical con- 
dition and character of the men will be improved.— 
I therefore cannot too strongly recommend that no 
spirits be allowed in the rations of those who enlist | 
in future, and that the right of commuting the spirit 
ration for money be continued to those already en- 
listed. 

Measures ore in train for establishing a more per- 
fect system of accounts for the naval storekeepers, 
by which a more rigid and effective responsibility 
will be enforced in keeping and disposing of the pub- 
lic property in the yards. : asi, 

In the execution of this phan additional clerk at 
each navy yard is necessary. The sum estimated | 
for each clerk is $800 per annum, and the services ta’ 
be rendered will vastly more than compensate for the 








outlay. pt perenne 
eervut es pense has beerr incurred at times by alter- | 
ations itive iiboard arrangement of ships without! 
the authority of the department. The cost of such al-| 
terations thus made has been directed to be charged | 
in future to the officer making them. 
Navy agents have been directed to pay no bills ex-| 





fora dock at New York. When his survey shali have 
been completed, the department will report upon that 
subject. 

In the estimates are included the cost of the appa- 
ratus for a laboratory at the Washington navy yard, 
and for the employment of a chemist and pyrotech- 
nist. It is believed that great advantages may be de- 
rived by employing scientific persons in testing the 
quality of copper and various other materials, and in 
the preparation of many articles used in the service, 
which have heretofore been found, when used, of in- 
ferior quality. It is highly important that a compe- 
tent person be employed in the preparation of fuses, 
rockets and other fire works indispensable in the na- 
val service. So deficient is the service in this know- 
ledge that the fuses necessary for its use are obliged 
to be purchased. 

The medical department of the naval service re- 
quires talent, education, and moral worth, properly 
to fill it, of as high order as any other branches of 
that service; but the surgeons and assistant sur- 
geons have no military rank. A modification of 
the law, by which medical officers in the naval ser- 
vice shall be entitled to rank, in a manner similar to 
pve prescribed in the army, might be beneficially 
made. 

Commander Wilkes, with the officers under him, 
has been assiduously engaged in preparing the hydro- 
graphical results of the exploring expedition for pub- 
lication. Before the end of the year forty plates of 
charts will be ready for publication, comprising up- 
wards of seventy general and local surveys of the 
groups and islands of the Pacific. Many more are 
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rates daily, and is nearly worthless in a few months’ 
and yet this inferior ingredient canrot be detected 
except by achemical analysis. True economy, hence 
would seem to dictate that a different rule than that 
of giving contracts to the lowest bidder, regardless 
of the skill and character of the manufactures, should 
prevail in procuring the ordnance, arms, and ammu. 
nition for service. 

_A series of experiments have been made at the 
Washington navy yard by Professor Johnson, to test 
the qualities of coal of different kinds, a preliminary 
report of which is appended. Charles Reider, Pro- 
fessor Johnson, and Dr. Thomas P. Jones have been 
engaged in making experiments upon safety valves 
for preventing explosions in steam boilers. Professor 
Johnson has also made a series of experiments to test 
and improve the strength of iron, upon the principle 
of thermotension. After these several experiments 
shall have been completed, reports will be made con- 
cerning them. / 

It has been found that the force allowed by the act 
of the 3lst August, 1842, is inadequate for the per- 
formance of the duties required in an efficient ad- 
ministration of this department. An estimate has 
therefore beerysubmitted for three additional clerks 
for the office ¢f the secretary of the navy: three for 
the bureau of construction, equipments, and repairs; 
two for the bureau of provisions and clothing; and 
one to take charge of all the books and papers of the 
late board of navy commissioners, and the library of 
the department. 

The estimates from the different bureaus and the 
commandant of the marine corpse, of the sums that 


ready to be given out to engrave. 5 JAvill be required for the proposed service of the com- 
C Vi Jarrati& ing year t with thi t 
ommander Wilkes lena aul the Narrati4 ing year are sent with this report. 


preparing by him; under gfe authority of con- 
gress, will be pealy for thé” press previous to March 
nex oO 

The naturalists and others are also employed in the 
description and arrangement of the several branches 
ofnatural history. For their pay and that of the persons 
necessary in the keeping and attendance of the hall, 
and to complete the arrangements, a small appropri- 
ation is asked. The whole is making as rapid an ap- 
proach to completion as can be expected in such du- 
ties. The report and estimate of Commander Wilkes 
is submitted herewith. 


In the general estimates for the half current year 
ending June 30th, 1843, and the fiscal year ending 


cept from funds in hands belonging toethe appropria-| June 30th, 1844, fifteen thousand dollars are required 
tion to which the bills are chargeable. By this ar-| «for the erection of the building for depot” of charts 
rangement the department will keep a better know-! and instruments. Thatsum is embraced inthe amount 
jedge and more perfect contro] over the condition of| appropriated for enumerated contingent expenses in 


the appropriations. 
The allowance of additional pay to officers per- 
forming the duty of a higher grade, is often a subject 





ef contention and perplexity, and 1s liable to abuses. appropriated for ‘other objects” than those enume: | 


the act of 3d March Jast, but the “erection of build- 
ing for depot” is not specified therein, and the law 
prohibits the application of any part of the ammount 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 
DAVID HENSHAW. 
To the President of the U. S. 





TWENTY-EIGHTH CONGRESS, 
FIRST SESSION. 
SENATE. 

December 1]. Mr. Bagby, of Alabama, appear- 
ed in his seat. 

The following were announced as the standing 
committees of the senate: 

On foreign relations.— Messrs. Archer, Berrien, Bu- 
chanan, Tallmadge, and Choate. 

On finance.—Messrs. Evans, McDuffie, Hunting- 
torn, Woodbury, and Crittenden. 

On commerce.—Messrs. Huntington, Woodbridge, 
King, Barrow, and Wright. 

On manufactures.—Messrs. Simmons, Archer, Mil- 
ler, Buchanan, and Morehead. 

On agriculture.—Messrs. Upham, Bates, Sturgeon, 
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The utility of such allowances is somewhat question- | rated; therefore legislation is necessary to perfect and! Semple, and Atchison. 


able; but, if expedient to continue them, the law | legalize the application of the $15,000 to “the erec- | 


inight be beneficially modified. [tshould define more | 
accurately what constitutes a higher command, and| 
perhaps also provide that no extra pay he allowed, 
unless expressly stipulated in the order directing the | 
officer to perform such duty. 

Pursuant to the act of congress of March 3d, 1843, 
Captain Rousseau, Commander Adams, anb Lieut. 
Stephen Johnson, have examined and surveyed the 
harbor of Memphis, in reference to its capability for 





ty naval depot and yard for the building and repair- 
ing steamships and other vessels of war at that place.” | 
The report of these officers has been received, and | 
accompanies this. | 


An appropriation of one hundred thousand dollars | 


tion of depot,” the object for which the amount was 


specified in the estimates and for which purpose it is | 


applied. 

{append the report of the superintendent of the 
building, in which he asks for an appropriation of 
$20,000 for grading the grounds, &e. The house he 
has estimated for would be convenient, but is not 
deemed essential at this time. It is proper to remark 
that this building is adapted in its form and structure 
not only fora depot of charts and instruments, but 
for an astronomical observatory, and for other scien- 
tific investigations. 

It cannot but be gratifying to you, to Jearn how 
great an interest has been evinced by the learned so- 


Oa military affairs.—Messrs. Crittenden, Barrow, 
| Benton, Dayton, and Foster. 
| On militia.—Messrs. Barrow, Fulton, Semple, 
| Fairfield, and Atchison. 
| On naval affairs.— Messrs. Bayard, Choate, Huger, 
| Haywood, and Henderson. 
| On public lands. —Messrs. Woodbridge, Tallmadge, 
| Walker, Jarnagin, Morehead. 

On private land claims.— Messrs. Henderson, Hay- 
| wood, Sprague, Tappan, and Colquitt. 
| On Indian affairs.—Messrs. White, Morehead, Se- 
| vier, Phelps, and Benton. 
| On claims.—Messrs. Foster, Wright, Woodbury, 
| Phelps, and Hay wood. 
On revolutionary claims. —Messrs. Jarnagin, Clay- 


was made at the last session of congress for the pur | cieties and scientific men of Europe, as well as at! ton, Upham, Colquitt, and Hannegan. 


pose of building a floating dry dock, sufficiently large | home, upon the establishment of an institution by the | 


On the judiciary.—Messrs. Berrien, Clayton, Day- 


to raise a second class frigate, on such plan as the | government, in which a portion of the duties will be, ton, Walker, and Huger. 


secretary of the navy should approve, to be used at| the advancement of science. Greatliberality of feel- | 


Pensacola. After various inquiries the examina- | 


tion of various plans and the consideration of the; the purchase of instruments; and, as another mode in | 


ing was expressed towards the oflicer sent abroad for 


On the post office and post roads.—Messrs. Merrick, 
Simmons, Jarnagin, Fulton, and Atchison. 
On roads and canals. — Messrs. Porter, White, King, 


offers of persons proposing to build it, no plan was | which their great satisfaction was shown, extremely | Breese, and Sturgeen. 


presented on which a suitable dock coula be built| valuable presents of books were made to its library 


within the linnts of the appropriation, and the de- 
partment did not feel authorised to enter into a con- 


through him. 
Contracts awarded to the Jowest bidder have been 


On pensions. — Messrs. Bates, Sevier, Foster, Evans, 
|and Atherton. 
| On the Disirici of Columbia.—Messrs. Miller, Bay- 


tract requiring a larger expenditure than the sum) made the last year for some heavy ordnance, but the | ard, King, Merrick, and.Semple. 





appropriated for the purpose. The plan presented | contractors have failed to fulfil their engagements, | On patents and patent office. —Messrs. Phelps, Porter, 
by S. D. Dakin, for a sectional dock, had the prefe-| and consequently the guns have not been procured. | Bates, Sturgeon, and Atherton. i 
rence of the department, but, one of a suitable size,; The policy of giving contracts for supplies of such) Ou retrenchment.—Messrs. Morehead, Miller, f ul 
with the necessary machinery to work it, could not be| importance to the Jowest bidder, in preference to} ton, Huntington, and Henderson. 
built within the sum appropriated. A detailed report| known and experienced founders, is of questionable | On public buildings.—Messrs. Dayton, Breese, ana 
on this subject, with an estimate of the cost of such a, ulility. Butsuch is the presemt requirement of the) Bagby. 
dock, to be used as the elevating or floating power,| law. The lowest price guns are not always the| To audit and control the contingent expenses of the 
and connected with a level rail track by which ships | cheapest. The loss of lives during the last war and | senate.—Messrs. Tappan, W hite, and Porter. 

can be taken upon the Jand with ease and safety. will) since that time, from the bursting of guns on board | On printing.—Messrs. Simmons, Fairfield, and 
be submitted in another communication when all the; our ships, is said to have been nearly as much asthe | Sprague. 
necessary facts and conclusions shall have been re-; loss from the enemy’s shot. Ammunition as well as On engrossed Lills.—Messrs. Dayton, Bagby, and 
ceived from the persons having that subject in charge. | guns is by law to be procured in the like manner) Sprague. 

Mr. Sanger, the engineer or the bureau of yards and | from the lowest bidder. Powder made from the Ni-| Joint committee on the part of the senale on the library 
docks, in compliance with the resolve of congress, | trate of Soda, in lieu of the Nitrate of Potash, ap- | of congress — Messrs. Choate, ‘Tappan, and Berrien. 
is making the necessary examinations as to the prac | pears as well, and is about as strong when first made | On enrolled bills—Messrs. Hannegan, and Ather- 
ticability of the Croton water as an elevating power as that manufactured from Salt Petre, but deterio-' ton. 


— 


t 


C.. SS 


t 





J 


td 





NILES’ NATI 


<= ee 





A communication was received from the treasury 
department, containing the annual report of the se- 
cretary of the treasury; ordered to lie on the table 
and seventeen hundred additional copies to be printed 
—fifteen hundred for the use of the senate and two 
hundred for the department. 

Mr. Walker, pursuant to notice, introduced a bill 
to graduate and reduce the price of the public lanes. 
Read twice and referred to the committee on public 
lands. 

Mr. A. Dickens was re-elected secretary by 47 
votes. Mr. E. Dyer was re-elected sergeant at arms 
and Mr. R. Beale re-elected assistant sergeant-at- 
arms. The Rev. Septimus Tuston was re-elected 
chaplain. He received 37 votes, Mr. Bulfinch 3, 
and Mr. Woodman lI. 

Mr. Barrow submitted a resolution calling upon 
the secretary of the navy for the plans for a pernim- 
nent wharf at Pensacola navy yard, as designed by 
James Herron, and that he instruct said Mr. Herron 
to prepare a plan fora dock, marine railway, &e. 

Mr. Jarnagin submitted a resolution of inquiry on 
various topics connected with the settlement of 
American relations with the Cherokee Indians. 

The senate adjourned. 


Decemser, 12. Mr. Benton, of Missouri arose, 
and formally communicated the event of the death 
of his colleague the Jate senator, Mr. Linn, who 
died on the 3]st October ult., and after eulogizing 
his character and services, offered a resolution for the 
usual tokens of respect for his memory, which was 
adopted. 

Mr. B. then moved that the senate now adjourn. 
Mr. Crittenden arose to second the motion and re- 
sponded to the tribute of respect of the senator from 
Missouri. 

The senate then adjourned. 


DecemBer 13. Mr. Breese, of [llinois, arose, and 
announced to the senate the death of the honorable 
Samuel McRoberts, late senator from I]linois, which 
occurred on the 27th of March ult., at Cincinnati, 
shortly after the adjournment of the last congress.— 
Having expressed an eulogy upon the character and 
services of the deceased, Mr. L. moved the usual re- 
solutions of respect. 

Mr. Allen, of Ohio, seconded the motion, and ad- 
dressed the senate in respectful reminiscence of the 
departed. 

The resolutions of respect, &c. were adopted, and 
the senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monpay, Dec. 11. The following members were 
announced as composing the committee on elec- 
tions. 

Committee of Elections. Messrs. Payne, of Alaba- 
ma, Elmer. of N. Jersey, Schenck, of Ohio, Chap- 
man, of Virginia, Newton, of Virginia, Hamilton, of 
Maine, Ellis, of N. York, Douglass, of Iinois, and 
Garret Davis, of Kentucky. 

[Mr. Vinton, of Ohio, was originally announced as 
one of the nine members of this committee, but was 
excused from serving. } 

The house resumed the consideration of the ‘‘pro- 
test,” and the question on Mr. Gilmer’s amendment to 
Mr. Barnard’s motion being taken, Mr. Gilmer’samend- 
ment (striking out that part of Mr. B’s motion which 
provided for the insertion of the protest) was adopt- 
ed, by 124 ayes to 64 noes. 

The question next was on the adoption of the pend- 
ing resolution of Mr. Barnard, thus amended. 

Mr. Hamlin moved further to amend by directing 
the clerk in making up the journal of the day to omit 
the insertion of the protest, which had been thus re- 
ferred to by the previous motion. 

On this proposition a long debate arose, and con- 
tinued until, 

Mr. C.J. Ingersoll moved to lay the whole matter 
on the table. Mr. I’s motion was negatived; yeas 83, 
nays 95. 

After farther debate for about an hour, Mr. Hamlin 
withdrew his motion to amend. 

The main question (on the resolution) was ordered, 
and, being taken, the resolution, as amended, was 
adopted. So it was 

Resolved, Vhiat the journal of yesterday be amended 
so asto state that Mr. Barnard offered in his place to 
read a paper, signed by himsclf and forty nine other 
members of the house; that cbjection was made: when 
a motion was submitted that Mr. Barnard have leave to 
read the paper; that question was put by the clerk to the 
house, which, on a division, decided against granting the 
leave. 

The question was then taken on the motion offered 
by Mr. Chappell on Wednesday last, to strike from 
the journal of Tuesday, the protest of Mr. Barnard, 
and the said motion was agreed to, by yeas 92 to 
hays 82. 

After debate on the rules of the house, the house 
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Tvespay,: Dec. 12. The following commitiees 
were announced; 
Ways and Means—Messrs. McKay, Lewis, J. R.| 
Ingersoll, Dromgoole, Barnard, D. L. Seymour, Wel- | 
ler, Chappell, and Norris. 
Claims—Messrs. Vance, Thomas Smith, Cobb, A. | 
Johnson, Bowlin, Strong, Stephens, Clingman, and | 
Ramsey. 

Commerce—Mesrrs. Holmes, Dunlap, Winthrop, | 
Pheenix, Preston, King, Hale, Labranche, Chas. M. | 
Reed, and McClellan. 


Public Lands—Messrs. John W. Davis, Boyd, Col- | 
lamer, Hubbard, Houston, Rayner, Jameson, Mc- | 
Clernand, and Paterson. | 
Post Office and Post Roads—Messrs. Hopkins, Ken- | 
nedy, Grinnedl, Stiles, Hardin, Dana, David S. Reid, | 
Relfe, and Jenks. 
District of Columbia—Messrs. Campbell, Kirkpa- | 
trick, A. Stewart, W. Green, G. W. Jones, Chilton, | 


Robirson, McCauslen, and Bower. | 
Judiciary—Messrs. Wilkins, Saunders, French, | 


Dillingham, Burt, Vinton, Pettit, Dickey, and Cat- 
lin. 

Revolutionary Claims—Messrs. R. D. Davis, Ar-| 
rington, D. P. King, Lucas, Stone, Stetson, Brodhead, | 
R. Smith, and Senter. 

Public Expenditures—Messrs. Clinton, Reding, | 
Cranston, Almon H. Read, Mathews, Grider, Purdy, | 
Sykes, and P. B. Johnson. 


Private Land Claims—Messrs. Cross, Slidell, Dellet, | 
J. A. Black, W. J. Brown, Cary, E. R. Porter, Se- 
verance, and Rogers. 

Manufactures—Messrs. Adams, Collamer, Belser, 
Hudson, Woodward, Irvin, Moseley, Lumpkin, and 
Cranston. 

Agricullure—Messrs. Deberry, Anderson, Farloe, 
St. John, J. Brown, Byram, Green, Hays, Henley, | 
and Florence. 


Indian Affairs—Messrs. Cave Johnson, J. Thomp- | 
son, Foot, J. B. Hunt, Bidlack, W. Hunt, Benton, | 
Hughes, and Vanmeter. 

Military Affairs—Messrs. Haralson, Coles, Irvin, | 
Boyd, McConnell, Hardin, Bossier, McDowell, and | 
Fish. 

Milt Messrs. Dean, John Stewart, Mosseley, | 
Tibbatts, Moore, Foot, Bower, Hays, and Frick. | 

Naval “Gairs—Messrs. Wise... Parmenter, Barrin-| 
ger, Murphy, Simson, Peyton, T. H’ Seymour, At-| 
kinson, and Marsh. | 

Foreign Affairs—Messrs. C. J. Ingersoll, Rhett, | 
Beardsley, Gilmer, White, Dawson, Sample, ‘Thom- | 
asson, and Henry Williams. 

Revolutionary Pensions—Messrs. Rathbun, Steen- | 
rod, Rodney, Simons, Hungerford, Giddings, J. 
Wright, Hoge, and McIlvaine. 

Territoriese—Messrs. A. V. Brown, Duncan, FE. J. | 
Morris, Daniel, Houston, Tyler, Tibbatts, Wentworth | 
and M. Brown. 

Invalid Pensions—Messrs. J. Brinkerhoff, Russell, | 
Ashe, J. Morris, R. Smith, A. Smith, Nes, Cuilom, | 








fhe 


‘and Tilden. 


Roads and Canals—Messas. Owen, Steenrod, White, | 
McClay, Reding, Fieklin, Dickinson, Carroll, and | 
Frick. 

Patents— Messrs. Harper, J. Black, Russell, John | 
Stewart, and Severance. | 


ard, Hudson, Wm. Wright, and Winthrop. 


Potter, Hubbell, Foster, Bullington, and Emery D. 
Potter. 


Wheaton, and Rodney. 
Mileage—Messrs. Cobb, Ritter, P. B. Johnson, 
Henley, and Farlee. 


Wright. 
Expenditures in the Treasury Department—Messrs. 
Caldwell, Yost, Tilden, Anderson, and Ashe. 


Expenditures in the War Department—Messss. Mc- 
Ilvaine, Kennedy, Arrington, Grider, and Andrew 
Johnson. 


Dana, Kirkpatrick, Vanmeter, Buffington, and Sen- 
ter. 

Expenditures in, the Post Office Department—Messrs. 
Harper, David S. Reid, T. Smith, Jeremiah Brown, 
and Nes. 

Expenditures on the Public Buildings—Messrs. D. 
P. King, Dawson, Taylor, Washington P. Hunt, and 
Ramsey. | 

Library on the part of House—Messrs. Burke, Marsh, 
and Maclay. 


Mr. Payne asked to be excused from serving on the 
committee on elections. 





adjourned. 


cused. 


Public Buildings and Grounds—Messrs. Pratt, Leon- | 


Revisal and Unfinished Business—Messrs. E. R. | 


Accounts— Messrs. McDowell, Taylor, Herrick, | 


Expenditures in the State Department—Messrs. Ro.) 
gers, Blackwell, J. T. Smith, W. Green, and Wm, | 


Expenditures in the Navy Department— Messrs. | 


The quesiion was taken and Mr. Payne was e2-| 
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Mr. Barnard rose and moved to amend the journal 
of yesterday so as to insert the ‘‘protest.” 

Mr. Dromgoole objected to the motion. After the 
house had decided over and over again the protest 
should not go on the journal, he thought it surprising 
that the gentleman should persist. 

Mr. Barnard rejoined, and contended that his pre- 
sent motion was strictly in order. He said he stood 
upon the constitution, which gave him the right to 
submit the motion. He argued that the journal 


| would be unintelligible without the insertion of the 


protest. 

Mr. Dromgoole insisted on his question of recep- 
tion. He thought it disrespectful to the house for 
any member to persist in moving to insert a paper 
which the house had decided should not be insert- 
ed. He did not suppose the mover meant any 
thing disrespecttul, but the act itself was disrespect- 
ful. 

Mr. J. R. Ingersoll argued in favor of the motion. 

Mr. R. D. Owen followed against it. When Mr. O. 
had coneluded. 

Mr. Bowlin arose and announced the death of Se- 
nator Linn, after which the usual resolutions of re- 


| spect were adopted and the house adjourned. 


Wepnespay, Dec. 13. The speaker announced 
the name of 2. V. Brown, to supply the vacancy of 
Mr. Payne on the committee on elections. 

Mr. .Idams asked to be excused from serving on 
the committee of manufactures. The state of his 
health rendered him incapable of performing the 
duties of its chairman, and he moreover had other 
reasons for desiring to be excused 

The question being taken, Mr. A. was excused. 


Mr. Garret Davis offered a resolution directing the 
committee of elections to inquire and report whe- 
ther or not the members severally elected from the 
states of New Hampshire, Georgia, Missour, and 
Mississippi, have been elected in conformity to the 
constitution and the law, and whether they are enti- 
tled to retain seats as members of this house for the 
28th congress. 

Mr. Steenrod moved to amend said resolution by 


striking out “committee of elections,” and substitut- 


ing therefor the words “select committee.” 

Nir. Hale, of N. Hampshire, heped the resolution 
would not be adopted, but if the house received this 
resvlution and sent the members from the four states 
to have their rights to their seats investigated, he 
should move to include the members from all the 
other states. He regarded his right toa seat as good as 
that of any other member, and he would not con- 


sent to have his rights placed upon ditferent grounds 


from that of any other member. He moved, there- 
fore, that the resolution be amended so as to in- 
quire into the rights of all the members, and that 
they report upon all together, and also, that the re- 


| solution be referred to the committee of the whole 


house. 

_ Mr. Jamieson, of Mo., was opposed to the sub- 
ject being referred to the committee on elections, or 
to a select committee; but he would not oppose its 
reference to the committee of the whole house. 


Mr. Feller thought the course indicated in the ori- 
ginal resolution was the proper one. 

Mr. Hale withdrew his amendment to the amend- 
ment. 
| Mr. Belser, of Alabama, Mr. Thompson, of Missis- 
| sippi, and Mr. Davis, of N. York expressed the wish 
| that the subject should be sent to a committee for 
| investigation, and they hoped that gentlemen upon 
their side of the house would consent to the motion to 
| refer. 
Mr. Black, of Georgia, was opposed to the refer- 
| ence to.the committee on elections, for already they 
|had more to do than they could accomplish. He 
would vote to refer the subject toa select commit- 
_tee, with instructions to report as speedily as possible 
| upon it. 
| Mr. Smith, of Indiana, was in favor of a reference 
of the subject to the committee on the judiciary. He 
regarded itas a judicial question. 

Mr. Jamieson thought the committee of the whole 
_ house the more proper committee. Every member 
_ would then have an opportunity to be heard upon the 
| subject, and the ablest mind could be heard in the 
| presence of all. 
| Mr. Davis, of Kentucky, rose to reply, when a 
|/message was received from the senate announc- 
‘ing the order of that body upon the death of Mr. Mc- 
| Roberts. : 
_ The resolution of the senate was then acted upon, 
| and Mr. Wentworth, of Illinois addressed the house 
| briefly in recounting the virtues and services of the 
' deceased senator. 
| ‘lhe usual resolution “to go into mourning for the 
space of thirty days by wearing crape upon the left 
arm”? was adopted, and, as a further mark of respect, 
the house adjourned. 




































































































CHRONICLE. 





Bustness Irems. ‘Ihe navigation of the N. York 
canals closed on the Istinst. Steamboats from New 
York for Albany got only as far up as Hudson on the 
lWih, and there landed their passengers. Lake Cham- 
plain is closed. Lake Erie.was navigated on the 8th. 
Baltimore harborhad a skim of ice over the basin on 
the mornings of the 13th and 14th, but it disappear- 
ed during the day. 


Money continues to be abundant inthe hanks of the 
cities. ‘The Piilocelphia institutions Joan now at 4 per 
cent. The Boston Post says: “All the usual channels 
of investment are full to overflowing, and from the dis- 
taste of our capitalists to morigages, the result Is an 
overflow of deposite in banks.” 


Corton experienced a slight decline in the New York 
market on the arrival of the Acadia. Imports since Ist 
instant 11,933 bales. Exports from the Ist wo 6th Decem- 
ber 4,618. / : 

‘ Exports from the United States, bales. 


Since lst September last, 140.3 is 
Same time last year, 220,862 


Same time year before, 163 845 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER — 





The sales are 3,350 bales—say 1,650 Upland and Fio.- | 
rida, ordinary to middling at 7205 cents, middling fair to! 
fair 85a83; good fair 9a93; and 1,700 New Orleans and | 
Mobile ordinary to nuiddung 73a8}; and middling fair to 
fair 83095 cents. 


Ture Cotton Crop. A circular from Maunsel. 
White & Co., of New Orleans, of 25th Noveuiber, ex- 
presses the decided opinion thatthe w hoie crop of thus 
year, will not exceed 1,850,000 balese “with a sinaller 
proportion of good clean cotton’ than usual, owing to 
the wet and rainy season. 


The Miami Extension Canal, now fin- | 
**Geep j 


Cana Items. 
ished fourteen miles north of Si. Mary's, tu the 
cut? is expected to be completed next fall. 

The Wabash and Erie Canal, from Lafayette, Indiana, 
to Manhattan, Ouio, is 226 miles jong. 


THe Canaus of New York exhibit proof of the revi- | 
val of trade. ‘The receipts for toll from the opening of | 
navigation, to its clusing, on the Ist December, amount: | 
ed to $2,081,464. | 

At the Buffalo Office, the tolls of 1843 exceed those of 
1842 by the sumof $130.505 74—and those of is4] by 
$156,793 16. ‘The numberof boats, and auount of tulls 
received in the three years was as follows: 


Year No. of Boats. Am’t. of Toll 
sil, 5,732 D3 48,452 03 
1342, 5171 374,709 So) 
1343, 5.974 505,275 24 


It is expected that iron boats will be adopted next sea: | 
sou to a large extent. ‘They draw less water aud carry | 
ynore burthen thau boats built of woud, By adopilig | 
steam propellers, no doubt much Une Would also be | 
saved. | 

Frovur. There were received at Albany by the canal | 
from the commencement of navigation this year up to | 
the Ist of December, converting the Wheat inte four, | 
2 216.621 barrelsot flour,—exceeding those of 1340 by | 
199,905 barrels, and those of 1842 by 429,173 barrels. | 


Fur Trape. The steamer New Haven reached St. | 
Lows, Missouri, on the 34 inst, from the Rocky Moune | 
tains. She lett the mouth of the Yellow Stone River on | 
the Ist of October, with about 160 bales of Buffalo robes | 
and a small jot of furs for the Union Pur company.— 
When passing the settlement of the Sioux the doat was 
fired upon; several bullets penetrating the cabin. The 
weather in the Mountains was extremely-cold wien the | 
New Haven lett. 


Macxeret Fisnery. The Gloucester Telegraph states 
that tne catch ot mackerel by the fleet from Gloucester | 
is about the same as last year, if not exceeding it. And 
the catch this year bas averaged better quality and more 
No. a. The success is also better distributed am ae 
toe vessels am! more equally divided than last year. ‘I he 
Grand Bank fishing vessels have all of them performed 


fiiably to the owners. 


Speers. 20,643 dollars in specie were received at N. 
Orleans, on the 27th ult. 


_ The interest due on the Ist of January next on the 
Kentucky state bonds, 1s already provided tor and in the 
vaulis of the Bank ef Nurth Ainerica, N. York. 


Woot. The Sangamo (lil.) Journal says: It is computed 
that 2U,.000 pounds of woul, uf the growth of Liunvis, 
fave been seut trom Chicago tu the New York market 
the present season, “George Fiowers, Eisg., estimates 
ihatseven millions of dollars werth of wool, yearly, can 
be grown In our staie, Wiihout luterfering, esseuuaily, 
wit other farming business.” 

* Yes,” says the Buffalo Advertiser, “and the unlimit- 
ed water-power ai the vutiet of Lake Erie is the place of 
8 auutacture, With our vast surpius of breadsiutts, 
pruvistous, Wool, and hydraulic power, and our facilities 
vi reacuing any market, why may we nut prosecute this 
branch ol productive idustry must ad vantayeuusly !”’ 


r . ‘ * 
ZINC ORE has been discovered in Eust Tennessee by 
Ir. Lroust, slate geoluy st. 


AN ABOLITIONIST named Stephen S. Foster on Sun- 
Gay Weck allempied tv preach on aboliuon in the Friends 
Meetiiz, Chery sireet, Piijadeiphia, wich occasioned 
u disturbance. On the tolluwig Sunday he repeated 
tue aliemipt, was requested vy one of the Eiders tw de- 
sist, alld refused luuu su. tie was again admonished, 
but steadily refused. ( 
lurce, aid taken befure tue Mayor, who held him to bail 
tn the Suin of Y250 to keep the peace. 

Book irems ‘The stereotype plates of Bunyan’s Pil- 
grins’ Prugiess, eutted by Guudu, vaiued at D4vVUU, lave 


ucen preseated uv the Presbylterau board of puvlicatiun, | 


Who liave @ Superb edition uf It i press. 


Ove Bux, Vieurtemps, (oid times in English), Artot, 


)and Wallace, divide Wie Coummunines just as Wie pull 
Clas sever (hemi lilw parues ur preacuers split hem tuto 
: Se€cis. 

TT a. : ae or ' ‘ } i 
dike Catgut cholera,as the Busion Courier calls the 


Inaina Jor iddliug, wuick bruke out a furlulgut Since al 
New Y UF, Pages, llicl@uses, aud opredus. 


Deatus, during the last week in Philadelphia, 85, of 


| Which Jd4 were under lwu yeas ul aye; 13 diced of cui 


suilipulon, 
du New York, 143, of Which 35 were under one year 
Of age; 33 dieu uf cousuinptivi. 


Exvecrions. The Boston municipality elections took 
place ou ihe Lin iust. ‘ie vores tor mayor stoud, Brua- 
mer (whig) 4376; Savaye (V. 6) 2.241; scattering Loy, 
Net whiz gain vver lie vule of lust year Olo, Ail the 


| 4iGelmen, aud elgut out uf len wards, wre wuig, 


Expresses. Tue government express, with the presi- 
dcew’s message, vu ‘| uesday, lett 
hours, min. 
Washington after meridian 


‘ 1 40 
Reacheu Baliiniore » > ° 2 43 
Lett Baiumwre ; ‘ ; 3 17 
Reached tavre-de-Grace i ; 4 i 
Reached Wilmington . ; ee | 
Detained by a break down 1 go 
Reached Paiadelphia , : 8 00 
Reached New Bruuswick ; ; lu 20 
Reached Jersey city. , :, li 20 
Reuched New York . . ; li 45 


Con. Ricnharp M. Jounson has left Washington, D. 
C. tur his residesice la Kentucky, 


Lipet case.” One of the Publin editors has been in- | 


dicted by the Briush governinent fur publishing trom the 
New York Sua, the repeui speech of Rubert ‘T'yler, Jr. 


LIGHTNING STATISTICS. The New York Journal of 


Comunerce furaishes a list of the accounts published 1p | 


that paper from May to Ostuber, 1343. of damage done 
by livhtuing, viz: 50 persons kiiled,—12 horses, 4 oxen, 
3 cows, 4 swine, lL dog, Ll ducks, | ben, and ! buzzard. 
Featuers therefore, is nut, as Was supposed, a complete 


' 


provecilon. 


James Luoyp, said to be the wealthiest banker in Lon- 


con, wud Whose taceme trom his banking business @lone, 
, j | t t} ve | Noved pro ‘is ussessed at £60,000 sterliny per annum, has sent in| 

, "es. ¢ akei retouer, dave DEG. eCUIpPloyerc tU- ) 1. , * \ . 
two fares, and taken lol aes, | . —, w" I his adhesion to jue auti-coru law league, witha subser!p- 


tion ot £50. 


Main ropBery The mail bag fromthe Albany N. 


York office, was stolen on its way trom the office at |} 


' 
' 
torr 


4 


i ee , 
| Hudson to the stermboar, and rifled of its valuable con- 


Srocxs, have again advanced ia the New York mar 
ket, and considerable uctiviry is apparent. Dilinuis ad. 
vanced 2, Indiana 2, Kentucky 1, per cent, fancy stocks 
also improved. 


American stocks are touched very daiatily as yet in| 
Europe Every improvement in their value there, ts] 
quickly followed by reporis which arrest their upward 
tendency, though they reguiarly maintain every ich of | 
the little, from time to time acquired. London dates of 
tne Pith of November, state that “there is a pause In spe- 
culations in them at former rates.” Alabama tives 65 a 
674: sterling 73a77 nominal; Tline’s sixes 35; Indiana 
fives 33a37; Kentucky sixes 90; Louisiana 70.71 tor 
Barings, 53a55 for Lizard; Massachusetts par; Mary 
land fives sterling 60u61; Mississippi sixes SU, do. lives 
sterung 25, New York fives 91; Pennsylvania fives 60 « 
62; South Carolina fives 37.9-; Teunessee sixcs °7; L 
S. Bank shares 19s. 





tents, —$60 or $70,000 in dratts and notes have been re. 
covered. ‘The man emploved to carry the bag from the 
vifice to the boat, named Hoth is ia custody, and has 
been taken to New York tur examination. 


Marine Guve,is a new article, said to be superced- 
ing the use of copper for the bortoms of vessels. 


Muste axp maTuEematics. N. P. Wilhs says: “While 
at Vienna, saw a selt-educated philosopher at the in- 
stitute, who was discovering the link between music and 
geometry. lie took a pane of glass and covered it 
sparsel’ with dry sand, and then, by drawing a particu: 


sand, by the vibration, into a well-defiued circle, or ti- 
angle, or square—whichever we chose, of half a dozen 
veo.unelrieal heures. 


an advancement in this phase of daguerreotype. Once 


af } aa 2 . : i a tre Ac 
reduced tu a grauiuner, music would be as articulate as 


He was put out of the house by | 


‘trom Richmond to New York it is sumposed can be 


I have louked ever since to hear of | 


— 


oratory, and we should be ableto distinguish its sense 
from its gibberish.” 


THe Great Mastopon, lately exhumed in Missour; 
has been sold to the British Museum for $5000, The one 
lately discovered in Orange county, N. York, is at the 
Albany museum. 


Tue Missourt river. The Alton (Til.) Telegrapin 
sta‘es that the government engineers have completed a 
survey for letting the Missouri river into the Mississippj 
about four miles above Alion, with a view of preventing 
this latter stream from taking a direction which might 
possibly make St. Louis effectually an inland town. The 
editor of the Telegraph entertains fears that this change 
may prove disastrous to the Alton landing. 


Newsparer Law. Inthe case of a suit for fraud, the 
vee courts have decided, that refusing to take a 

»wspaper from the office, or going away and leaving it 
uncalled for, until all arrearages are paid, is prima facie 
evidence of intentional fraud. 


O’ConneELt. By order of the Pope of Rome, prayers 
have been offered up daily at the Vatican for the protec. 
tion of Daniel O'Connell. 


PENNSYLVANIA— Pike county. This new county ig 
i formed from parts of Clearfield, Jefferson, and M’ Kean ' 
and contains a population of near 3,000. Ridgeway has 
been selected as the “county seat;” and the public build. 
ings are to be erected at the expense of Jacob Ridgeway, 
of Philadelphia, and the citizens of the place. 


Puexomena. The brig Foster, from Bath. (Me.) on 
her passage to Key West, reports that on the 2lth Novy.. 
during a gale atsea, *A huge ball resembling fire, about 
ithe size of a hogshead, appeared between the two masts 
lof the vessel, about 30 or 40 feet from the deck, and 
[burst with a report like that of a heavy clap of thunder, 
|tollowed by a sharp flash of behtning, stonn ng near- 
‘ly allon board. Tt was indeed an “awfully beantiful” 
| sight—the emenating sparks illuminating the air for se- 
veral minutes afier the explosion.” 





Rai~ RoaD 1remM. ‘The Milan and Venice railway is 
to be completed in 1845. Its length is Ve 84 miles. Cost 
of construction $10,315,000 or $61,000 per mile. The 
lagune which separates Venice from the continent is tra- 
versed by a bridge 3,957 yards, or upwards of two 
}miles long, constructed with 222 arches. two strong 
abutmetits, and five ferrepleins (earthen platforms) dis- 
tributed throughout itsleneth. Itis now abont haf fi- 
nished, and will have cost when completed $945,000. 
| The boldne SS and eood faste of th S vreat work hes add- 
;ed much to the reputanon of Milani, the chief engineer 


whois also engaged in snpervising the construction of 


the road. Locomotives, of English and Austrian work- 
manship, have for some time traversed about twenty 
miles of the road in the Venitian territorv. The Lom- 
| bardy section will be finished as far as Traviglhio in 1844. 


Revonerionary worrutes. General Morgan. Jn the 
rrave-yard at Winchester, Va.. the traveller may find a 
grave covered with a neat marble slab and bearing au 
appropriate inscription. Within this grave repose the 
remains of the brave General Morgan, whose naime 
ranks high in the annals of the revolution. 

Col. John M. Taylor. died at Philadelphia on the 6th 
inst, aved 92 years. [je was commissary of the Ame- 
rican ariny during the arduous, but unfoitunate campaign 
against Quebee under General Montgomery. in I775— 
and continued to fill that highly responsible station in 
the service ull W779. An unobt usive but meritorious 
man.—let his memory be cherished as oe of iLe firs! de- 
fenders of American frec dem. 


Sreamers. Tt is stated that a firm in Boston intend 
building six Iron steamers, to be prepelled by the Evics- 
son screw, three hundred tons capacity. to run between 
Troy, Albany, and Boston. "They will make the pas- 
sage, itis thought, ins about forty hours. Fleur is to be 


} s° 2 1 ¢ . eu 
pcarried in them at fifteen cents a barrel, to the injiery 


perchance of the Western rai! road. 

A line is also to be established. to run from Richinens, 
via Petersburg and Norfolk. to New York. The passage 
L 
beats for 
feet lune—4 


made in 43 hours—passage $10. One of the 
this line is now building at N. York, 129 
feet drati, with Ericsson’s propellers. 

The steamboat Warren, plying on the Alleghany, ex: 
loded her boilers on the Sth inst., whilst at Ire port. 
Pwelve or fourteen persons were scalded—severa: ol 
them dangerously. 


Tue Jextan Navy, was advertised for sate again on 
> 


ithe 22d ult.. but the Arnlervy Company of Galveston in 


fuil figh'ing costume and field pleces cranauned fe the 
muzzle, paraded, backed by a crowd of disapproving 


citizens; no bidcers ventured. 


Tus TALicotiaN OPERATION—that ts, making a new 


nose— was peifurmed fast week verv successhully, bY 

’ ! wr : ‘ { ane ' : be 
Prof. Baxxey. atthe Washington Utuversity, “The gen: 
Heman upon whom the eperation was performed. had 


| lost his nuse hy acancer; and the deformtiv was so gre ul 
: np os : lasty render him an object of disgust. 
lar note upon the edge with a fiddie-Low, he drove the , 25 ' renvet hi u J 3 
which the hew nose Was inage was cul down train 


The flesh ot 
the 
i forehead, and the sides of it were united to the raw ¢ dyes 
lot the flesh of the face by stiches. We believe iat tis 
iis the first operation of the kind that las cver been per 
furined in the citv of Balumvre. 
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